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Abstract

The linear style has been the common approach of literary
historiography from the past to the present. Despite its educational
value and facilitating the learning of literary history, this method cannot
be an effective method for accurate literary historiography, and
ultimately leads to incomplete and ambiguous reports about literary
events. The present article examines some of the weaknesses of this
method in the study of the history of literature and identifies five
common shortcomings that exist in contemporary literary
historiography:

1. Failing to describe gradual changes in literary works and traditions

2. Failing to identify multiple relationships between literary events

3. Symbolically interconnecting points of rupture

4. Homogenizing different historical periods regardless of the actual
contribution of each

5. Determining the beginning and end of literary events contrary to
historical facts

Keywords: History of Literature, Literary Historiography, Linear Method

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The linear style has been the common approach to literary
historiography from the past to the present. This method, despite its
educational value and its capacity for facilitating learning about the

* 1. Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, SAMT, Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: hajati_npf@yahoo.com


https://naqd.guilan.ac.ir/article_4416.html
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.74767387.1400.6.1.2.0

Litevary Theavy and Cuiticism | 34

main events in the history of literature, is not an effective method for
research in literary historiography as it ultimately leads to incomplete
and ambiguous reports on literary events. The present study examines
some of the weaknesses of this method in the study of the history of
literature and identifies some common weaknesses in contemporary
literary historiography, such as its inability to describe gradual changes
in literary works and traditions, its inability to identify multiple
relationships between literary events, and its tendency to symbolically
interconnecting periods that are separate and homogenizing different
historical periods regardless of the actual contribution of each.

2. Theoretical Framework
Linear methodology in history, introduced by Ahmad Pakatchi, provides
the framework of the present study.

3. Methodology
The present study uses the descriptive-analytical methodology to
examine linear methodology in historiography.

4. Discussion and Analysis

In the present paper the principles of the linear method of
historiography have been identified and discussed and the problems
resulting from this method have been pointed out.

5. Conclusion

Despite its different educational advantages, the linear method of
writing about the history of literature results in the production of an
incomplete, ambiguous image of the history of literature. Therefore, it
seems that in literary research, particularly in research papers, theses,
and dissertations, new methods should be utilized so that more precise
and comprehensive results are achieved.
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