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Abstract

Our body is diverse and scattered. Controlled by our body, we move within
time and space. As the border between us and the other, our body
differentiates us from the other. It also functions as a veil that hinders our
connection with the qualitative and pure worlds. Now, suppose the body
wishes to move beyond quantitative and material limitations. In that case, the
body must transcend beyond itself and achieve a form of existence that has no
spatio-temporal constraints. The transcended body connects with the essence
of existence, which, in turn, results in the creation of a presence that Rumi
calls “Jan” or metabody. The metabody, according to Rumi, can reach a higher
order and become one and the same with “Janan.” How can the body move
beyond itself and fuse with the metabody? Informed by Rumi’s thoughts and
worldview, this study aims to investigate the semiotics of the body and
metabody. The findings of this study suggest that by moving beyond the
material, temporal, and spatial constraints, the action-body turns into an
event-body and achieves a higher order in existence. The event-body is a
Hadith-body that elevates the subject by fusing it with the metabody. The
metabody moves beyond spatio-temporal constraints and reflects the essence
of the presence.

Keywords: Action-body, Body, Essence of Presence, Event-body, Metabody,
Semiotics

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Informed by the semio-semantics of the body, one can argue that the body
affects the meaning process in two ways: first, as a conservative body that
repeats itself until stabilization, and second, as an event-body that looks for
change. These two bodies have an all-time dialogic connection. However, due
to its dependence on materiality and functionality, the conservative body
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hinders the movement of the event-body. The body’s transcendence
necessitates its freedom from mundane and deterministic systems. If the body
transcends, it can connect and correlate with the metabody, or what literature
calls the “Jan.” The central question of this study is: how and under what
conditions can the body move beyond its limited structures?

2. Methodology

This study adopts a discursive semio-semantics approach to investigate the
main characteristics and elements of the body and explicate the body and
metabody correlations in Rumi’s thought and worldview.

3. Theoretical Framework

The Saussurian linguistic tradition, which is in accordance with the signifier-
signified relations, does not recognize the body as a veil between the form and
the content. To present language as a deterministic structure, Russian
Formalists, too, denied the presence of the body; Hjelmslev is the only one
who argues that the relation between plan de I'expression and plan du
contentu is undetermined. In other words, there is a border between the form
(outside world) and the meaning (inside world). Fontanille believes that the
border is not a determined matter but a subjective existence that the living
existence sets in accordance with its relation with the lived experience or a
new event (Fontanille, 2003: 34). In addition, the structuralist approach rejects
the body, so radically that a structuralist like Greimas even talks of paper
subjects (Greimas, 1983).

The central questions of this study are how does Rumi’s thought perceive
the body and metabody? Informed by Rumi’s thought, how can one extract a
semio-semantic theory of the body and metabody? To understand the theory
of the metabody, one must explore the functionality of the body. The body is
scattered; physically, it consists of many pieces and has different parts with
different capabilities. To assemble these scattered pieces, there needs to be a
unifying force above the body, which can only be coordinated by what Rumi
calls “Jan.” The “Jan” or metabody is the force that unifies all the bodies.

4. Discussion and Analysis

One must investigate how metabody moves beyond the body and its
functionalities to reach a higher order. In his Body and Meaning, Fontanille
highlights four positions of corporeality: the first one is Corps-enveloppe or
skin-body which is a body between the inside and the outside world that
functions as a mediator between the elements of the two worlds; the second
one is Corps-chair or the material body which is the basis of the self. It creates
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our subjectivity and is our source-body or stable body, which withstands
changes and transformations; the third one is Corps-ceux or spatial body that
hosts different organs, such as the organs of perception which can move and
interpret perceptional changes; and the fourth one is Corps-point which allows
us to understand the positionings of a body in relation to another.

In this regard, one can argue that the only way to move beyond these
functional bodies is to move toward the metabody. To do so, one must disobey
the material elements of corporeality. In other words, the body must leave its
material and functional position; it must cast aside all distractions and veils
from the metabody; it must leave quantitative time and enter qualitative time;
it must connect with other scattered bodies; it must move beyond all external
rules and shackles; and it must put aside the deterministic system and accept
the eventual system. By accepting the event-body, the body prepares to join
the metabody. The metabody can stand above all bodies and move toward the
eternity of presence.

5. Conclusion

Informed by Rumi’s thoughts and worldview, this study concludes that if the
body does not move beyond its spatio-temporal constraints, it will not be able
to join the metabody. As a transparent presence, the metabody enables the
subject to experience timelessness and spacelessness. The metabody moves
beyond spatio-temporal constraints and reflects the essence of the presence.
As Rumi argues, since the connected subject correlates with the eternal
essence, it has no need for a head, face, or body.
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1. corps innocent
2. corps vicieux
3.ego
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1. Transcorporalité



VYl 5 5lee Aol O Byladd ¢ A (0)93) Sl / o] 4 ylai g A8 &y Lo ydpa> YAA

Vol S2bS b oF (Fusty 51 -7-¥
Uilgn 1555 09,5 5 olsioon 4R St o5 3,46 s Woe 3l 3 olr 5 05
a5 ol olimeilts oS0 §f S3ga i |y ol g o (i linasilits & i
S92 ;o 1) jemam &) & ded 18 S0 plsreds Wil ge 43K 5 90 18 L
S 5 sy St ] sl & Sl ol 55 €35 58 5 51 ) a5k el
b gt (nl Glgien 6955 &5 Cansl (nl (ool D5 Lol $3985 ol 9 5 £95 e
Slog 4 9 3503 )5 (f (#l30l (Sline I, WY g ddguil 1o €l 8925 g ooiey
b ol s 5 o gh gl Sl s i litlinadili 0o, b oole 5 IVl
L aslin )0 s g o0 iy |y o (olinediliss ol g omled s 1) 5 0,55
g 50 odpagd Ol &S Sl (5 (e

s ot 5 Conal 00 S5 (00xie (slisel 31 o eb 55 5| o sl o0iST o5
Jlie Glemeas o jle ;550 guac 4y Cond Dglate (bl Ll 5l plaS , a8 ol soasie
(DS A Jo s st T 4 disly Lo (500 > 5 95 0 W (s pe STol ity
il 508 e il ol 5] S S e 0l i STl 5 s s STl
Ol Ol sl 953 P Jlzs (Sogiid ol 1 o i (el e b o (ST,
S ws ola gy alerjl Saaw 5 Sioe S ool oasmolis )| 5l b 55 5l sl
S e e |y o cgliae] ol s

o1y Ll A g S oo S5 4y s o sl (ol sl 51 S
7= 9955 Jroe 5 5l 18 Sl wilghs oS 00 5ls (2955 A qeapd B 0 ly e S
Ly j0 4 Sl o005l )08 A az gy Lalus (plall bles o5 glacl dan
Lt o b 3 57 ol 5 05 s, 45 8 olgiosn (o il 5] 4 (et Sl
S (gl w058 Loy 095 4y (S5 Oolul Gl 05wl 18 ST s e
b slasl Lan 5l 5y ggye @ &S Caslzl Dy Giaiz 4 (5 5l ailgn a5 08
|y Lol e aSL sogas alg |, S pud (slise] fom Lo & o] laslgs s b a5 o
a oy sk Sl 5 et Sl a2y ol sdls 8 et 5l sl 550 S Sens
sy 9985 20 00l (gl LY g0 poed jo a5 ax]

1. I'étre de I'Etre en étre (the being of being in being)
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1. laligne

2. la surface

3. la profondeur
4. Relief marqué
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1. le temps quantitatif
2. le temps qualitatif
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1. le soi-corps
2. le corps médiateur
3. Hyper-corps
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1.idem
2. ipse
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1. corps-enveloppe
2. corps-chair
3. Corps-ceux
4. corps-point
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