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In the recent decades, rhetorical criticism has been recognized as a method for
the assessment of the letters in the Holy Book and many critics have applied
this critical approach in studying Christian epistles. Apart from the
communicative structure of the epistles — which is, naturally, fit for rhetorical
analysis — another reason for the application of rhetorical criticism in studying
the letters seems to be the fact that in their composition, the Christian epistles
have been influenced by the principles of ancient oratory. Nowadays, some
scholars believe that due to the influence of the instructions of oratory teachers,
the principles of letter-writing in the ancient times were regulated in a special
style and this has caused similarities between orations and letters in ancient
times. Even though this view is not completely accepted in academic circles, it
has motivated some scholars to attempt rhetorical analyses of the epistles of the
Holy Book following the principles of ancient oratory. The present article first
introduces the most important methods that, based on the principles of ancient
oratory, have emerged in the rhetorical criticism of the Holy Book and, then,
assesses the existing challenges in applying these methods in studies on the
rhetorical criticism of the Epistle to the Hebrews.
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