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1. Angoisse (Anguish)

2. Nausée (Nausea)

3. L'Etre et La Néant (The Being and the Nothingness)

4. 'Etre-pour-soi (The Being —for-itself)

5. L'Etre-en-soi (The Being-in-itself)

6. Critique de La Raison Dialectique (Critique of Dialectical Reason)
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4. La Légende du probable (Legend of the probable)

5. La Légende de 'homme seul (Legend of the Solitary Man)
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1. Imagination (Imagination)
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1. L' Imaginaire (Imaginary)
2. L' Imagination (Imagination)
3. Qu'est-ce que la littérature? (What Is Literature?)
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2. Les Mouches (The Flies)
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1. Le Monde Réel (The Real World)

2. Le Monde Imaginaire (The Imaginary World)
3. Le Monde irréel (The Unreal World)

4. Irréel (Unreal)
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with the help of the author’s and the reader’s moral commitment and
obligation so that the world is made in the form it must be.

5. Conclusion

We believe that for Sartre, literature is an ethical event that always
invites human beings to be remade at any moment. From this point of
view, literature is a manifestation of and invitation to the creation of the
ethical man, a man who has to create his own moral values. As such, the
author and the reader, as free and committed human beings, create
moral values in accordance to their own situation, society and era and
they are responsible for all the good and evil events of human history.
They are free to create, even though the author’s responsibility is more
than other people, because he or she, as an artist, uses the imaginary to
offer what is not but must be to the readers and invites them to make
and change the real world according to his or her imagination. In fact, in
Sartre’s existentialism, the author uses literature, particularly prose
works such as the novel, fiction or drama to invite the readers to turn
into the creators of morality in concrete situations, and follow its
principles so as to attain a better world for all people. Therefore, in
Sartre’s existentialism, literature has an undeniable relationship with
ethics and it can fill the existing gap in ethical principles in his
philosophy.

Key words: The Imaginary, Literature, Ethics, Existentialism, Sartre.
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view, and ask whether he recommends the literary work as an ethical
guide to the period of the work’s creation or not; third, we try to
understand the similarities and differences of Sartre’s approaches as a
phenomenological existentialist and as a Marxist existentialist. Finally,
we try to find out about the role and place of the reader in this
philosophical approach. In terms of its aims, the present study is
fundamental-theoretical, and in terms of its nature and method, it is a
descriptive-analytical one.

4. Findings and Discussion

According to this study, in Sartre’s existentialism, mankind is in the
position of creation in two fields of morality and art, particularly
literature. Sartre relates this creation to the imaginary and believes that
the author creates what is not in the real world but must be in his or her
imaginative consciousness. In the present study, as we review the
relationship between literature and ethics in two phases of Sartre’s
philosophical thought, the main question we aim to answer is how his
view about the relationship of art and the imaginary in the first phase
paves the way for the next approach in which literature, as a distinct art
field, can be a guide for making moral values that are created and re-
created by means of imaginative consciousness and the author-reader
interaction.

In our discussion, Sartre is shown to have two different approaches
to literature. First, he faces the artistic work in a phenomenological
approach and views it as a means to release the individual from the
difficulties of the world. This approach focuses on the imaginary and its
impact on artistic creation. Living in the shadow of the imaginary is a
passive and individualistic defence against the difficulties. But during
World War Il and Sartre’s turn to Marxism, the second approach to the
artwork emerges from this passive approach and this time, it focuses on
the artist’s commitment and obligation as well as the reader, and he
introduces the mechanism of re-creating the world from the imaginary.
That is how Sartre views literature as an invitation to a collective activity
to change the world. Therefore, form the passivity of the first definition
of the imaginary as a defence mechanism against the real world, Sartre
extracts a narrative based on which the imaginary changes the world
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Throughout history, art and ethics have been related to each other in
different ways. Whereas philosophers like Plato considered art from an
ethical viewpoint, the point of view of others such as Clive Bell
emphasized that art is an independent phenomenon with its own
evaluations which negate ethical evaluation. Nonetheless, rather than
using the classic forms of philosophical discourse, existentialist
philosophers have opted for literary or dramatic forms, and have,
through fiction and drama, conveyed their own philosophical concepts
and beliefs, thus practically introducing philosophical concepts to the
realm of literature and theatre. In fact, for them artistic action is a self-
willed and free activity through which human beings reveal the world.

2. Theoretical Framework

Among existentialist philosophies, in Sartre’s philosophy mankind, as
the possessor of free will, selects some values and creates an ethics of
his own choice based on these selections, and in this way invites others
to commitment as well. Sartre extends this ethical choice to the domain
of art because he believes that in both the realms of ethics and art we
are in a similar position of creation, and in the world of ethics we cannot
decide about an action prior to doing the action. In Sartre’s view, the
ultimate goal of art, and particularly literature, is to possess the world
again and manifest it as it is, but in such a way as if it were derived from
human freedom. As such, for him, literature is accompanied by
commitment and obligation and consequently, ethics, and he invites the
reader to actively engage in reconstructing and re-creating the art-work
as a new world.

3. Methodology

Based on this approach and by studying Sartre’s philosophical and
literary works in the two phases of his thought, we aim to review the
distinctive features of his existentialism; then we investigate the
meaning and place of ethics and art and their relationship in Sartre’s
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Abstract

In Sartre’s existentialism, mankind is in the position of creativity in the
two fields of ethics and art. Sartre links this creativity to the imaginary
and believes that based on his/her imaginative consciousness, an artist
creates what does not exist — but should exist — in the real world. While
studying the relation between art and ethics in two phases of Sartre’s
thought, we aim in the present paper to deal with the question how
Sartre’s understanding of the relation between art and the imaginary in
the first phase prepares the appropriate ground for the approach that
follows it, an approach according to which literature, as a chosen artistic
field can be employed as a guide for the formation of ethical values.
These values are created and recreated with the aid of imaginative
consciousness and with the author’s and reader’s participation.
Consequently, we will show that in Sartre’s existentialism, literature has
an undeniable relation to ethics and can fill out the vacuum in his
philosophy with regards to systematic ethical principles.
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it could be said that it is related to the social determination of
production, interpretation processes, and their social influences. At the
explanation level of the story, public hunger and poverty are introduced
as the causes of Arab Man’s despair and widespread frustration, in
general, and, Syrian Man’s hardship and failure, in particular. And no
deterring element is introduced against it except submission. Therefore,
in power relations, the general public, despite all their power, were not
able to overcome the ruling power in society. As a result, the
representation of social and moral issues in the story entails ideological
meanings.

4. Findings and Discussion

In this story, tiger, as the symbol for the Arab Man, loses its main and
essential identity (freedom), despite its inherent self-esteem and
greatness and submits to the humiliating life of captivity in the cage,
hunger, and absolute obedience due to need.

5. Conclusion

In this story, the writer by citing memoirs which indicates bitter political,
social, and economic realities surrounding Arab Man’s life, in general,
and Syrian Man'’s, in particular, has reflected some of their individual
and social problems as well as their hardship and humiliation. The main
character of the story is an example of the oppressor (tamer)/oppressed
(tiger) confrontation, which are regarded as symbols of social class. The
most important statements of the story are the tamer’s instrumental
use of the tiger’s hunger, and the diversity of attacking its needs in
different manners, which, due to the hard and intolerable political,
social, economic, and cultural conditions in Arab society leads to the
submission and surrender of the main character in this oppositional
discourse.

Keywords: Critical Discourse, Fairclough, Tigers on The Tenth Day,
Zakaria Tamer.
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to the paradoxes they face between their ideal and external world, the
heroes of Tamer’s stories take shelter in a dream world to create their
ideal society, and sometimes they just surrender with no efforts in order
to bring about change in a suppressive reality.

3. Methodology

We try to analyze the text of “Tigers on the Tenth Day” following
Fairclough’s critical-discourse approach. The analysis is applied on three
levels: At the description level only text analysis is dealt with. But the
textual features considered for analysis are mostly selective and include
those features which are more effective in critical analysis. The
vocabulary (experimental values and semantic relations of the
vocabulary from an ideological point of view, relational values, and
studying the formal or colloquial aspects of phrases, and expressive
values and metaphors), syntax (processes and their participants, active
or passive statements, positive or negative statements, declarative,
interrogative, and imperative aspects, the use of ‘we’ and ‘you’
pronouns, simple and compound sentences) and textual constructs are
among the components which are studied on the description level.

Interpretation is a combination of text contents and the interpreter’s
mentality. By the interpreter’s mentality we mean the background
knowledge that the interpreter applies in text interpretation. In the
interpreter’s view, the virtual features of a text are in fact like clues
which activate the elements of the interpreter’s background knowledge,
and are the product of the dialectical relationship between these clues
and the interpreter’s background knowledge. In fact, on the
interpretation level, what is studied includes the discourse participants’
interpretation of situational and textual context, the action and the
people involved in it, as well as the relations among them, and
language’s role in advancing the action, and the type of discourse.

On the explanation level, institutional and social levels are studied as
an element in the processes of society. In addition, on this level the
story can be considered for the degree to which it encompasses social
and cultural issues and how explicitly they are dealt with. The aim of this
level is discursive description as a part of a social process. Explanation
depends on the relation between interaction and social context. In fact,
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Critical discourse analysis is the most recent approach in discourse
analysis. This approach, which is philosophically influenced by Michel
Foucault, Freud, and Marx, aims to connect the formalist approach to
language with social issues, thus creating a situation in which the
linguist considers himself more of a responsible figure towards social
matters. Critical discourse analysis does not confine itself to analysis on
the description level; it considers the level of interpretation as well. In
fact, critical discourse analysis promotes text analysis from the level of
descriptive adequacy to the level of interpretive adequacy. Moreover, it
involves elements including ideology, power, history, etc. in relation to
language, thus enjoying a more inclusive linguistic reality in the
interpretation of texts. On the other hand, it could be mentioned that
discourse studies certain social conditions due to whose influence a text
is created. Also, it interprets the social situation in which a text is
located. Therefore, on the one hand, discourse is the linguistic study of
social system, and, on the other, it is the sociological study of language.

2. Theoretical Framework

In this field, Norman Fairclough, who is a prominent figure in discursive
discussions, believes that there is a dialectical relationship between the
microstructures of  discourse (linguistic features) and the
macrostructures of society (ideology and social structures). From his
point of view, as one of the authorities in the field of critical discourse
analysis, discourse analysis includes three levels, namely, description,
interpretation, and explanation. In this proposed plan, Fairclough
regards description as the precondition for interpretation and
explanation. Tamer published his first collection of stories in 1960. His
stories have a surreal atmosphere, humor is significant in them, and
they are written in a simple language. The theme of the majority of his
stories, including “Tigers on the Tenth Day”, is the latent and obvious
social and political truths, which are presented sometimes in a symbolic
and encoded manner, and sometimes in an explicit and clear way. Due
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Abstract

Tamer is one of the most outstanding fiction writers and satirists in the
Arab world. The themes of the majority of his stories are the covert or
overt political and social truths of his society, which are sometimes
expressed allegorically and symbolically, and sometimes explicitly.
Exploring the social dimensions of the story “The Tigers on the Tenth
Day” and analyzing the symbolic life of the tiger, this paper aims to
study the fundamental structures of Syrian society and the dominance
of problems such as the prevalence of disappointment, humiliation,
poverty and hunger. As an example of contemporary Arab fictional
literature, this short story is read though Norman Fairclough’s critical
discourse analysis.

Employing a formal language mixed with social satire, Tamer deals
with the obstacles blocking the struggle and the flowering of the Arab-
Syrian man’s inherent talents due to the prevalence of disappointment
and humiliation, in general, and Syrian man’s defeat and degradation, in
particular. Despite the author’s critical inclination, the story’s language
is not straightforward, so that the author may remain protected from
tyrannical rulers. But using symbols and allegories, he criticizes his
society, nonetheless. Therefore, using Fairclough’s critical discourse, we
can reveal the text’s encoded layers as well as the levels of the ten
divisions of the life of the tigers on the tenth day.

Keywords: Critical Discourse, Fairclough, Tigers on The Tenth Day,
Zakaria Tamer.
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because the addressees of this moral discourse are men, not women.
On different occasions, Auffi points out that the purpose of writing such
a text is to warn men against the moral problems of women and how to
manage those issues. Thus, we see the formation of a kind of moral
discourse geared towards the genesis of the “desiring subject” based on
gender and gender differences, a discourse that attempts to naturalize
these differences and eternalize them within moral themes and
propositions.

5. Conclusion

Nevertheless, the significance of Auffi’s work lies in the fact that the
concepts and assumptions of the discourse that he formulated in his
narratives about women and gender-based ethical issues existed (and
may still exist) up to about a century ago as a real discourse in both the
public sphere and the texts of Iranian society. Although their
truthfulness has been long questioned, discourses still reproduce their
effects in the form of contemporary practices.

Keywords: Representation, Sexuality, Discourse Analysis, Chaste Woman,
Patriarchy, Aufi.
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4. Findings and Discussion
The findings of the study show that in these chapters Auffi attempts to
use ethical discourse to construct what he thinks to be ethical sexed and
gendered subjects. By formulating a discourse on the subjects of
“faithful women” and “unfaithful women”, he creates a gendered
archive based on the sensitivity to women’s sexual desire. According to
this archive, faithful women are those who control their sexual desires
and generally repress them. On the contrary, unfaithful women follow
their erotic desires and never repress them. The key signifiers of Auffi’s
discourse on women and their gender identity are two elements of
“trickery” and “disloyalty”, which are regarded by Auffi as women’s
“inherent nature”. The subjects exposed to the practice of this trickery
and disloyalty are men and husbands, and Auffi thinks it his duty to
prevent men from these intrinsic and, to him, destructive, qualities of
women. So here we are faced with the use of a kind of “essentialist
discourse” on gender and gender issues. In this discourse, the element
of “trickery” acts as a form of “strategic power” for women. Through the
use of this strategic force, women are able to achieve their desires and
wishes. For Auffi, this force is not considered to be evil, but a force that
could be a kind of “life-preserving power” that entangles life with
feminine tricky and pushes it forward; it is a power that can also
guarantee the survival of the family, and, at the same time, act as a tool
for resistance in a male-dominated environment. Interestingly, Auffi
speaks of the subject of “the lustful man” and considers the pursuit of
“sexual desire” to be natural to men and does not criticize him for this.
Instead, he expects women to resist this desire. “Faithful women” are
subjects who fulfill this duty, but “unfaithful women” are men’s
accomplices in following their desires. In this discourse, women are to
blame for men’s “sexual deviation”, and thus it is women who are
required to be the subjects of the ethical code of “sexual virtue”.
Therefore, the discourse that Auffi formulates in his work contributes
to the genesis of a “sexual and desiring subject”, based on which the
behavioral pattern and moral value of “sexual virtue” are dependent on
a female image rather than a male one — an image in which it is women,
not men, who are asked to “stop following sexual desire”. However, this
“desiring subject” is a subject in the service of men and “male desire”,
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

The seventh century AH is coincident with the attack of the Mongols
and their dominance over Iran. As a consequence of this situation, social
solidarity collapses and a highly anomic cultural condition dominates
Iran. The situation is well represented in the books of that period. In
many of the poetic and prose works of this period, such as the
manuscripts of Mohammad Auffi’'s Javame Al Hekayat va Lavame Al
Revayat, we witness the redefinition of social identities such as “sexual
and gender identities” in the form of ethical and mystical
recommendations and critiques. The purpose of this article is to
examine the representation of gender in seventh-century literature,
with the manuscript of Mohammad Auffi’s work as its case study.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical approach in this study is Michel Foucault’s theories on
sexuality and historical discourses. According to this approach, through
sexual discourses in literary and historical texts, individuals identify
themselves as sexual subjects. In Foucault’s point of view, discourses are
focused on constructing the subject, and within them individuals find
their identity and being, such as sexual identities. Foucault uses the
concept of “subjectivity” to explain the process of the formation of
discourse subjects. In this regard, Auffi’s work is a book devoted to the
construction of sexual subjects through its narrative discourse.

3. Methodology

The method adopted in the present study is the discourse analysis
method. This article examines the four chapters of the third part of
Auffi’s work, which are on women, through discourse analysis. In these
chapters, Auffi has narrated many stories about women and their sexual
desires and their relationships with men and husbands.
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Abstract

The representation of sexual and gender identities is an issue that can
be seen in various literary and cultural texts in one way or another. In
this regard, the study of classical texts is of prime importance. These
texts are historically significant and their analysis can show us the
genealogy of present-day sexual and gender beliefs. One such classical
historical text is Sadid Al-Din or Nour Al-Din Mohammad Aufi’s Javame
Al Hekayat va Lavame Al Revayat (7th century AH). Concentrating on its
manuscript, the present paper aims to examine the ways in which
gender has been represented in this work. Using discourse analysis as its
method, the paper deals with the last four parts of the work’s section
three which is on women. The theoretical framework of the paper is
informed by the approach of the French thinker, Michel Foucault. The
findings show that in these chapters Aufi tries to construct what he
thinks to be ethical gender subjects by deploying a kind of ethical
discourse. By his discursive construction of the “chaste woman” and the
“unchaste woman”, Aufi attempts to create a kind of gender archive

7 “

based on sensitivity to women’s “sexual desire”.
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feudal culture to a capitalistic one, in which the discourse of
Westernization is advocated by the ruling state power.

Keywords: Cultural Criticism, Michel Foucault, Power Discourse, Jalal Al-
Ahmad, The School Principal.
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cultural conditions can be seen in the novel? To what extent can
Foucault’s approach be adapted to this novel?

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this article is based on Michel Foucault’s
theory of power and discourse. Foucault holds that “discourses are
never empty of power relations, and the issuance of guidelines, rules,
regulations, and regulations in moral debates indicates the domination
and exercise of power in this area” (MacDonald, 2011: 39). According to
Foucault, a discourse is not only related to what can be said or thought,
but it is also about who, at what time, with what degree of authority can
speak. “Each discourse is based on a specific form of wisdom, so it takes
its foundations to give the world a special look.”

3. Methodology

In the present article, The School Principal has been read and analyzed
through a descriptive-analytical method with an interdisciplinary
approach based on cultural critique and Foucault’s theories in the field
of power and discourse.

4. Findings and Discussion

This article analyzes Jalal Al-Ahmad’s The School Principal in the
perspective of cultural critique. It is with special attention to the political
and cultural structures of Iranian society that Al-Ahmad creates The
School Principal. The school is a symbol for the whole community and
culture, and the actors in this field behave according to the dominant
discourse of society.

5. Conclusion

In The School Principal, we have two discourses: a discourse of power
and a discourse of anti-power. The principal, with an idealistic mentality
stands against the discursive discipline of power (cultural and
educational conditions), but in the end submits his resignation from the
management of the school (society and culture). Like other state
institutions, the school, as a disciplinary institution, institutionalizes
power domination in the society, a society that is in transition from a
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Literature is a kind of discourse and signs of cultural structures and
discourses of human societies can be found in literary texts, like other
texts. Literature is a quite rich source for understanding culture and the
complexity of its mechanisms (Payandeh, 1388: 142). From the point of
view of cultural critique, literary texts are like cultural products that
provide information on the interaction between discourses and the
social meanings of the time and place of the texts (Tysen, 1387: 475). In
fact, the literary text displays the circulating discourse at the time of
writing, and the discourse itself is a social language that has created
certain cultural conditions at a specific time and place and represents a
form of understanding of human experience. For example, intellectual
discourse in the 1930’s to the 1950’s in Iranian society illustrates the
prevalence of the Westernization discourse on a segment of the Iranian
intellectual community.

Cultural critique considers literary texts to be inseparable from their
historical contexts. Of course, the role of the author is not entirely
overlooked, but this role is only partly controlled by him, and is largely
determined by historical conditions. The historical moment of the
creation of the text is based on a much broader cultural, political, social
and economic system. “The text is in fact a verbal structure that is
bound to time and space that deals with discourse and ideology”
(Bertens, 2003: 228). The purpose of cultural critique is to disclose the
impact of cultural products, including literature, on the formation of the
identity of a modern society. So in such a critique, ideology is a
fundamental concept. Culture is an ideological conflict or hegemony,
inasmuch as different and contradictory meanings can be attributed to
cultural texts (Payandeh, 1390: 353).

The main objective of this paper is to study the role of power
discourse in shaping the socio-cultural behaviors of the characters of
Jalal Al-Ahmad’s novel The School Principal. The most important
guestion in this study is: following Michel Foucault’s approach to power
theory and discourse, what changes in contemporary sociological and
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The discourse of power is one of Michel Foucault’s central concepts.
This paper seeks to answer the important question whether Foucault’s
approach to the discourse of power can be traced in Al-Ahmad’s novel
The School Principal and, consequently, offer an analysis of the cultural
condition of Iran in the Pahlavi era based on this discourse. Foucault’s
views on the discourse of power and the technology of discipline are
comparable to many parts of the novel and, on a real and objective
level, to the cultural and political conditions of Iranian society during the
reign of Pahlavi Il. In the novel, we are faced with two types of
discourse: a discourse of power and a discourse of anti-power. Driven by
idealism, the school principal begins to struggle against the discursive
order emanating from power (cultural and educational conditions) but
eventually disappointed and frustrated, he submits his resignation from
his position at the school. Like other state institutions, the school, as a
disciplinary institution, makes the dominance of power to be
interiorized in individuals within a society which is in transition from
traditional culture and tyrannical feudalism to capitalism. The
Westoxication discourse is at the same time supported by the ruling
power.
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knowledge strengthened by wisdom is not subdued by power because it
can itself act as an authority.

5. Conclusion

In order to show identity, power and knowledge, the author’s outlook in
Three Recitations is different from the outlook of other researchers and
writers as well as the texts left by the ancients. While maintaining the
epic and mythological themes, Beyzai shows his own critical view point
on the components under study. In Arash he clearly indicates that a
hero is not necessarily one who has heroism in his blood or inherits it,
but a hero from the depths of society can as well fulfil his humanistic
responsibility, and ward off the enemy and the monster of drought from
the land, and remain in society’s archetypal mind forever. In his telling
of the myth of Azhedahak, the author again moves contrary to the
dominant belief and shows Azhedahak to be the saviour of the people of
the city on whose mountain he is imprisoned. By dominating and
transposing mythological beliefs, Beyzai shows Azhedahad as an agent
of emancipation who stands against an alien king. In the third recitation,
Beyzai explores the idea that knowledge, despite its significance, is
always eclipsed by power and the ones in power and the rulers recourse
to various means to do away with men of knowledge. Bondar is such a
figure who is imprisoned, and finally murdered by the ruler (Jam) who
fears that knowledge may be disseminated. In Three Recitations, Beyzai
shows the domain of discursive discussion by putting forward the three
models of power, identity and knowledge, and this, due to a careful
employment of words and their connotative aspects in myths and epics,
takes on a modern form.

Keywords: Three Recitations, Bahram Beyzai, Power, Identity, Knowledge.
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an archaic tone in the text. The 1953 coup dé’tat has always had a
significant impact on the mind and the structure of Iranian society.
Beyzai draws upon mythology to show our own time; he is the creator
of a new thought and discourse in Iranian history and mythology. Beyzai
maintains the image of Arash, to be found in all accounts from Avesta to
Kasrai’s verse narrative, which shows him as one sacrificed for the sake
of his homeland’s integrity; however, he offers a new model in which
Arash, instead of being a mythological hero, is only a horse-keeper. Here
lies the author’s strong point.

Azhedahak: The story begins with Azhedahak who, imprisoned on
mount Damavand, starts to relate his tragic life-story. In this play,
Azhedahak introduces himself as an honest person who, unconcerned
with power and war, was working with his father on their farm. Beyzai’s
Azhedahak is an internal dialogue with the monster within. In this
narrative Beyzai has made use of archaic and inscriptional language. He
has, in particular, used repetition which is an appropriate model in
lexical conjunction, and along with the recreation of a narrative, has
been able to transform Zahhak’s character through the transposition of
the myth, thus revealing Azhedahak’s untold pain while maintaining the
narrative’s background and themes. Fatigued and tortured, Beyzai’s
Azhedahak looks upon a city that after thousands of years witnesses
“the cry of all cries” which has started to rise from the dark and night-
stricken city.

Bondar-e Bidakhsh’s Account: This narrative establishes more
dialogues among the characters. In all preceding texts, Jam commands
all sciences but in this narrative Beizai questions this mythological
mentality by introducing Bondar-e Bidakhsh, Jam’s vizier, into the story,
and shows the reader that no ruler is the preserver of sciences by
himself. In this narrative Jam fears Bondar-e Bidakhsh may reveal the
secret of making his Cup of Divination to the dives. Therefore, he has
Bondar-e Bidakhsh imprisoned and orders Dabirak, the secret agent, to
murder him. The play is a dramatic one and, in comparison with Arash
and Azhedahak enjoys more dramatic aspects because here the
characters are more involved in dialogue and the conflicts between
them are more conspicuous. In the clash between the discourse of
power and knowledge, power always tries to dominate knowledge but
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Three Recitations consists of three narratives titled Arash, Azhedahak,
and Bondar-e Bidakhsh’s Account. Each of these narratives deals with a
monarchical period in the Iranian mythological-epic age. Arash is set
during Afrasiab’s attack on Iran in the time of King Manouchehr’s reign.
Azhedahak deals with Zahhak’s imprisonment on mount Damavand, and
Bondar-e Bidakhsh’s Account is set during King Jamshid’s reign.
Concentrating on the texts of the plays, this paper aims to study the
logical connection between power, identity, and knowledge, which are
the three important social components in Three Recitations. By
analyzing language, sentences and clauses, as well as the paragraphs in
the discourse, we can develop the different elements in the text and
undertake its linguistic or sociological analysis. Taking these dimensions
into account, this paper establishes an interdisciplinary approach
between literature, language and social science.

2. Theoretical Framework

Theoretically, this paper deals with a number of central elements in the
analysis of drama, recitation, and the renewal as well as transposition of
myths. Moreover, elements involved in the production of components
such as power, identity and knowledge are studied through reliable
scientific theories in social sciences.

3. Methodology
Considering Three Recitations and other sources and articles, the paper
has adopted a library-based type of research methodology.

4. Findings and Discussion

Arash: Beyzai’s Arash was written almost at the same time as Syavash
Kasrai’s poem Arash. The similarity between this narrative and other
texts can be seen in the shooting of the arrow, driving the enemy out of
the Iranian land, and the showering of rain over Iranshahr. Beyzai’s
Arash is based on an archaic vocabulary and this vocabulary has created



Literany Ttieary and Criticism /13

A Study on Power, Identity, and Knowledge in Bahram Beyzai’s Three
Recitations

Reza Tarnian®
Dr. Hossein Khosravi**
Dr. Ahmad Abumahboub?

Received: 2017/8/7 Accepted: 2018/1/1

Abstract

Bahram Beyzai is one of the most influential authors in Iranian dramatic
literature. His attempts as a writer have been mainly concentrated on
myth, epic and history. By combining these elements with drama, he has
succeeded in creating a variety of works in contemporary Persian
literature. Three Recitations, one of his early works, includes three
mythological accounts on Arash, Azhedahak, and Jam. Beyzai uses the
term ‘recitation’ in a particular sense. As the author’s first experiences
in the final years of the 1950's, these works are highly significant in the
field of narrative due to their particular use of language for recreating
myth. Given the period after the 1953 coup in which the works were
written, these three mythological figures’ identity and power
unconsciously create a discourse for the readers. This paper deals with
identity, power and knowledge in Three Recitations in order to study the
role of the text in social issues, and also to shed new light on the identity
of the three mythological figures Arash, Azhedahak and Jam as well as
Bondar-e Bidakhsh, Jam’s vizier.
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5. Conclusion

The analysis of the novel demonstrates that patriarchy, as a system and
institution seeking power, has developed and imposed on the reader a
type of heroine as the model “ideal woman” who fulfils the desires and
guards the interests of the dominant group. It is the story’s treatment of
the other woman in the novel that shows its real orientation towards
the female element. Homa is invited to the story as an accidental
presence and once she is described as a tool to quench Seyed Miran’s
lustful desires, she is driven out of the story in favour of a reactionary
discourse. When the hypocrisy of ideology is revealed, the main reason
behind such treatments which shows the incompatibility of this brave
woman with the values of patriarchal society is clarified. In fact, Homa
Zandi’s unpardonable sin is her transgression of the imprisoning order of
patriarchy and her criticism of the social institutions founded on gender
inequality. Thus, patriarchy, as the dominant discourse, through
reflecting its own aims in the form of a novel which, according to
Althusser, is an ideological entity, covertly reproduces and maintains the
relations that dominate and confine women.

Keywords: Ahou Khanom’s Husband, |deology, Patriarchy, Discourse
Analysis, Feminism.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

The focal theme of the novel Ahou Khanom’s Husband is the problems
of women in the framework of the transitional Iranian society. The
readings and criticisms of the novel have so far tended towards a
pioneering feminism in the sphere of contemporary literature. Such
interpretations have, in general, been in accordance with the surface
structure of the text and this reveals that the scenario of “artificial
feminism” and the “ideology of pseudo-feminism” have authoritatively
influenced the results of these studies. In fact, the text’s support for
Ahou Khanom as the indisputable heroine of the novel is one of the
factors influencing these interpretations. The main aim of the present
paper is to find out about the degree to which the novel’s “hero” and
“anti-hero” are in relation to the values of a patriarchal system and how
they have adapted themselves to the forward-moving dimensions and
gualities of the text.

2. Theoretical Framework
Adopting the ideas of the intellectual-philosophical tradition of
Marxism, the present paper offers a new reading of the novel.

3. Methodology

The present study falls under the rubric of content analysis. It first
explicates the concept of ‘ideology’ and then discusses the process
through which the novel has managed to consolidate and, then,
naturalize the dominance of a patriarchal system over female elements.

4. Findings and Discussion

This novel which, as “the novel of the century”, had due to its
pioneering role in feminism occupied a lofty place was put to question.
It was also found out that the feminism in the novel has an ideological
dimension.
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Abstract

The novel, Ahou Khanom’s Husband has been recognized as one of the
first feminist works in the discourse of contemporary fictional literature.
Considering the concept of “ideology” as discussed in Marxist readings,
the present paper studies the novel to demonstrate that despite its
outer layer which attempts to show and inculcate a kind of pioneering
feminism, the novel is, in its inner layers, affected by patriarchy as a
social macro-structure and therefore, in the final analysis, it is an
ideological apparatus in the hands of this dominant institution for the
reiteration and reproduction of the logic of dominance. Ahou Khanom’s
actions, as the novel’s protagonist and the source of its feminist theme,
have been organized in such a way as to result in the least amount of
conflict and friction with the values of the patriarchal system. In fact,
patriarchy, as the driving force behind the text in a clever and
meticulous scenario, and by denying the relations of dominance, has
guided the text in such a way that its support for the novel’s heroine,
who is actually only a hollow heroine, has misled the critics to undertake
feminist readings. However, by disclosing the ideological function of the
text’s latent dimension, this study shows that it is a text harbouring the
continuation of patriarchal dominance.

Keywords: Ahou Khanom’s Husband, |deology, Patriarchy, Discourse
Analysis, Feminism.
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consciousness and self-consciousness. The movement of character in
postmodern literature is towards self-consciousness and the movement
of humankind in postmodern philosophy is towards subjectivization. But
eventually, none of these movements arrives at a final point. This is
contrary to what we witness in modern and pre-modern philosophy and
literature.

Keywords: Subject, Postmodern Subject, Literary Theories, Philosophical
Theories, Character Traits.
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author’s attention. The method used in this paper is library-based.
According to the results of this study, looking at literary schools and
approaches through a particular philosophical lens can reflect new
dimensions of mankind in literary texts, which is a phase beyond
characterization traits. In this paper, these traits are focused on with an
emphasis on the “postmodern subject.”

3. Methodology

The diversity of contemporary philosophical schools, coupled with the
concentration of contemporary literary theories in the two movements
of structuralism and poststructuralism has necessitated a brief review of
these trends at the outset. Postmodernism is a cultural situation in
which literary and philosophical theories have arrived at a common
ground, and allows for a more detailed analysis of the topic of the
present paper, i.e., the subject. After discussing the common points as
well as the reciprocal influence of postmodern philosophy and
literature, the postmodern subject and its characteristics in literary texts
will be analyzed.

4. Findings and Discussion

Even though literary theories cannot be regarded as the direct outcome
of philosophical ideas, there is, nonetheless, a considerable amount of
similarity in how humanity has been considered by philosophers and
writers. This is especially true of postmodern philosophy and literature
and many of the literary and philosophical theories have been mixed in
this period. In the same way that the “subject” has replaced “mankind”
in contemporary philosophy, it can also be a good alternative in literary
theories for “character.” In modern literature — and similarly in modern
philosophy — character has moved towards “I”; likewise, in postmodern
literature — and similarly in postmodern philosophy — it has moved
towards the “self”. But what is eventually left of humanity in
postmodernism is neither “I” nor the “self.”

5. Conclusion
The philosophical subject and the postmodern fictional character live in
a gap formed between | and the self. This is also a gap between
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Interdisciplinary studies are gradually gaining their appropriate place in
academic researches. Literature and philosophy are two of the most
important disciplines in the humanities which have always retained their
relatedness. The most important work of literary theory in antiquity is
Aristotle’s Poetics. Since literary theories have been mainly based on
rhetorical sciences, there has always existed a gap between philosophy
and literature in theoretical studies. In the last five decades, during
which postmodern philosophy and postmodern literature have taken
shape, philosophical theories have played a great role in strengthening
and directing literature and literary theories. As a result, the analysis of
concepts such as time, subject, consciousness and representation has
replaced the study of figurative language in rhetoric.

There are sporadic comparisons of literary and philosophical theories
in the overall researches of both branches of knowledge. In most of the
existing interdisciplinary studies, too, it is the philosophy of literature
which has been focused on. Against this backdrop, the need for a
comparative study is all the more obvious so as to reach a more
comprehensive understanding of the concepts.

2. Theoretical Framework

Even though the connection between philosophy and literature has a
long prehistory within the humanities, a one-to-one comparison of the
theories of these two disciplines has been neglected and is thus dealt
with in the present paper. From among contemporary philosophical and
literary theories, empiricism in philosophy and poststructuralism in
literature have been taken as the points of departure for analysis. Then,
moving from idealism and the different branches of phenomenology
and postmodern philosophy to literary modernism, poststructuralism
and, eventually, literary postmodernism have been studied. In order to
explicate particular human situations in each of the disciplines of
literature and philosophy, the ‘subject’ as the alternative for humankind
— in his intellectual dimension — has been at the centre of the present
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Abstract

Even though the connection between philosophy and literature has a
long prehistory within the humanities, a one-to-one comparison of the
theories of these two disciplines has been neglected and is thus dealt
with in the present paper. From among contemporary philosophical and
literary theories, empiricism in philosophy and poststructuralism in
literature have been taken as the points of departure for analysis. Then,
moving from idealism and the different branches of phenomenology
and postmodern philosophy to literary modernism, poststructuralism
and, eventually, literary postmodernism have been studied. In order to
explicate particular human situations in each of the disciplines of
literature and philosophy, the ‘subject’ as the alternative for humankind
— in his intellectual dimension — has been at the centre of the present
author’s attention. The method used in this paper is library-based.
According to the results of this study, looking at literary schools and
approaches through a particular philosophical lens can reflect new
dimensions of mankind in literary texts, which is a phase beyond
characterization traits. In this paper, these traits are focused on with
due emphasis on the “postmodern subject.”

Keywords: Subject, Postmodern Subject, Literary Theories, Philosophical
Theories, Character Traits.
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