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1. Acting out and working through
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1. Intrusion, constriction, arousal
2. Life threatening experience
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3. Jouissance

4. Subjectivity
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4. Findings

The construct of the status of the intertextual female subjects in
Hedayat’s stories is formed around their body, actions and belongings.
In the interpellation of female bodies, although the bodies are described
objectively, classic aesthetic criteria are used to judge their attraction
and beauty. In the interpellation of female characters’ actions and
belongings, their social status, taste and consumption habits are relied
on. In action-related interpellation, which mostly revolves around their
way of talking, women from lower classes are mostly quick-tempered
and impolite, while women from upper classes are described as polite
and taciturn. Also, women from lower classes mostly do menial work
and have meager belongings, while the belongings of upper class
women go beyond their needs.

5. Conclusion

Although the whole gender construct of female subjects in Hedayat’s
stories, in line with the individualism of the contemporary world, is
based on the individual and historical relations of the subjects, what
forms their ‘face’ is based on different types of common contemporary
epistemic-aesthetic criteria. On the one hand, classic aesthetic criteria
serve as a basis for physical gender interpellation, and, on the other
hand, the interpellation concerning their actions and belongings is based
on new epistemic foundations of identity.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Due to the socio-cultural events following the Constitutional Revolution
in Iran, the forms of interpellation of human subjects and their identity
construct have substantially changed, affecting the construct of subjects
in fiction. Identity is made up of both fixed and changing elements,
which are addressed or interpellated when they are assigned to
individuals; and thus subjects are constructed. Althusser believes that
the subject constructs every ideology because the function of every
ideology is to turn concrete individuals into a subject. Thus, the status of
the subject is created through social actions, interpellations and
functions of individuals in society. In early Persian fiction, especially in
that of Sadegh Hedayat, a different form of interpellation of female
subjects can be seen. In the present study, a constructionist approach is
adopted to interpret the gender interpellation of subjects in stories by
Hedayat.

2. Theoretical Framework

Interpellation is key term in Althusser’s theory. He believes that by
interpellating the individual, ideology puts them in special situations and
expects them to act in a specific way. Ideology, to him, is a set of
discourses through which we can understand our experiences. The
discussion at the macro-level in this study draws on the ideas of
Althusser, while to analyze textual signification, the ideas of Goffman,
Levinson and Brown about ‘face’ have been applied. Face is an image of
the self that is connected with some accepted social behavior.

3. Methodology

Using a constructionist approach, the paper classifies gender
interpellation of subjects in Hedayat’s stories. Moreover, the stories
have been analyzed using the descriptive-analytical approach as well as
by applying some sociological theories as well as theories of the
sociology of language.
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Abstract

Due to the socio-cultural events following the Constitutional Revolution in Iran, the
forms of interpellation of human subjects and their identity construct have
substantially changed, affecting the construct of subjects in fiction. Unique
interpellation of female subjects in the early 20th-cenutry Persian fiction,
especially in that of Hedayat, could be cited as a great example of this
phenomenon. Employing a constructivist approach, the present paper seeks to
interpret and classify the gender-based interpellation of subjects in Hedayat’s
stories. In doing so, the discussion at the macro-level in this study draws on the
ideas of Althusser, whereas for the analyses of textual signs on the micro-level,
Goffman, Brown and Levinson’s theories have been used. The results show that
the construction of location/situation of each fictional subject is, in fact, an
outcome of the three layers of bodily, reaction-oriented and belonging-oriented
interpellation. These have been expressed by narrators and fictional subjects and
have, accordingly, created positive or negative faces for the subjects. Although
bodies have been objectively described in bodily interpellation, the final
assessment of the same bodies, as the main criterion of face-formation, is basically
fulfilled through mental factors, on the basis of classical aesthetics. In contrast, due
to the dominance of realism in the texts, in reaction-oriented and belongings-
oriented layers of interpellation, class relations, forms of consumption, and taste
of subjects are among the main criteria for face-formation. Although the gender-
based construction of female subjects in Hedayat’s stories, in line with the
attested individuality in the contemporary world, is mainly based on personal and
historical relations of subjects, its face-forming criteria have been formulated on
the basis of a variety of epistemic and aesthetic factors.
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narrative. | have gone so far as to formulate the idea that the fictional
narrative constructs a possible world and a model of reality significantly
analogous to the world in which we are living, in such a way that makes
it possible for us, homo sapiens, to understand the biological and social
challenges that lie ahead of us and experience them vicariously and at
almost no cost. | have also highlighted Joseph Carroll’s idea that
literature helps us learn and sharpen social and communication skills
and that, pace Pinker, literature is not simply a byproduct of evolution
but an adaptation. It is my contention that Carroll’s ideas on this issue
are better supported and justified by evidence.

5. Conclusion

Fictional narratives are a human universal. The creation and reception of
them are an adaptation. Successful fictional narratives, beyond their
structural and generic dimensions, have a cognitive significance. They
imitate reality and build mental models of reality for us. By reading
fiction, we learn about our social environment and the complexity of
social and moral life. In short, they navigate us through our social and
cultural life. Making sense of fictional narratives in an inter-subjective
world is an adaptation for the literary animal. Literary Darwinism can
arguably explain their functionality and universality in a cogent manner,
a task much neglected by the common and current methods of literary
analysis.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Literary Darwinism is a recent approach in literary studies that makes
extensive use of evolutionary psychology and cognitive science to
explain and make sense of literary phenomena naturalistically. In this
paper, | have done two interrelated things: 1. | have given a brief
account of literary Darwinism and its epistemological foundations. |
have, thus, put it in direct opposition to the current constructivist
paradigm of literary theory or simply “theory”, and 2. | have given a
Darwinian account of fictional narrative.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this paper is informed by literary
Darwinism. Literary Darwinism seeks to transcend and transform literary
theory by bridging the chasm between humanities, on the one side, and
the natural sciences, on the other. If the study of literature, as put by
Gottschall, is ultimately the study of the human mind — for the human
mind both creates and makes sense of literary works — then the study of
literature cannot be secluded from evolutionary psychology and other
Darwinian sciences, for evolution has not only shaped our physiological
traits but has also built our mental and psychological features. | have
also borrowed Lamarque and Olsen’s definition of fictional narrative,
but | have gone on to reshape and reuse this working definition within
the paradigm of Darwinian or evolutionary literary theory.

3. Methodology

| have followed the standard method of speculative theoretical
academic papers, that is, | have focused on valid reasoning, conceptual
clarity and conceptual analysis. The data provided by the sources
underwent the process of critical scrutiny and assessment before
becoming part of the overall structure of my paper.

4. Findings

In my paper, | have adopted an anti-constructivist stance and have
drawn on the ideas of Brian Boyd, Joseph Carroll, Jonathan Gottschall
and Steven Pinker to explain the cognitive aspect of the fictional
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Literary Darwinism is a recent approach in literary studies that makes
extensive use of evolutionary psychology and cognitive science to explain
and make sense of literary phenomena. In this paper, | have done two
interrelated things: 1. | have given a brief account of literary Darwinism and
its epistemological foundations which puts it in direct opposition to the
current constructivist paradigm of literary theory or simply “theory”, and 2. |
have given a Darwinian account of fictional narrative. To do the latter, | have
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Boyd, Joseph Carroll, Jonathan Gottschall and Steven Pinker to explain the
cognitive aspect of fictional narrative. | have gone so far as to formulate the
idea that the fictional narrative constructs a possible world and a model of
reality significantly analogous to the world in which we are living, in such a
way that makes it possible for us homo sapiens to understand the biological
and social challenges that lie ahead of us and experience them vicariously
and at almost no cost. Successful fictional narratives, thus, beyond their
structural and genric dimensions, have a cognitive significance, and making
sense of them in an inter-subjective world is an adaptation for the the
literary animal that in turn explains their functionality and universality.
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participation or enthusiasm, completely unfamiliar with their previous
identity.

5. Conclusion

The main components of trauma studies are constantly changing and
redefined, as a result of which numerous patterns and models have
been developed to represent the concept of trauma, its symptoms and
its consequences. In the present study, by relying on the ideas of the
contemporary philosopher Slavoj Zizek, one of the important
psychoanalytical models of trauma, and its symptoms and consequences
were analyzed. It is concluded that following a traumatic event,
individuals undergo an internal transformation. In other words, an
external crisis turns into an internal crisis. From a psychoanalytical
perspective, due to the direct or indirect experience of a sad event,
these subjects suffer a kind of internal crisis, which can be for two
reasons: first, because of the retroactive nature of trauma, and second,
due to the attenuation of signification.
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such an encounter. Such an experience leads to different individual and
social consequences. Reactions to a trauma are regarded as a
continuum. Immediate reactions such as flight and freeze can be located
at one pole of this continuum and post-traumatic disorders and the
birth of a new subject at the other pole. The survivors/victims of a
trauma suffer from the traumatic event and are devastated by its
remembrance. They carry the memory of the traumatic event in their
mind, and experiencing it again or trying to avoid remembering it is
painful to them.

2. Theoretical Framework

Zizek believes that trauma results from the unexpected intrusion of the
real into the symbolic and gains meaning in the structure of the
deferred action. Different people show different reactions to trauma.
LaCapra maintains that reactions to trauma can be divided into “acting
out” and “working through”. Zizek holds that in the continuum of
different reactions to trauma, it eventually results in the birth of a new
subject called post-traumatic subject.

3. Methodology

The symptoms of trauma and its consequences have been
psychoanalytically examined in the present study. The consequences of
a trauma are the individual and social effects of experiencing a
traumatic event on the subject. In this study, first the concept of trauma
and its definitions by Freud, Lacan and Zizek are studied and then the
“acting out” and “working through” reactions and symptoms of
struggling with trauma and the post-traumatic subject are introduced.

4. Findings

Traumas work retroactively and appear as disorders with symptoms that
affect the identity of the subject and attenuate the functioning of
signification. If the disorder resulting from the trauma worsens, its
symptoms appear as disruption in cognition and identity. The traumatic
event changes the subject’s perception of the self, others and the world.
The subject gradually develops a feeling of inefficiency and uselessness,
loses its integrity and turns into a new subject with no emotional
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Abstract

This study aims to investigate and analyze the consequences of trauma
through the lens provided by Slavoj Zizek. He believes that the
unexpected intrusion of the Real into the Symbolic order is called
trauma, which gains meaning only in retrospect. Different subjects
respond differently to a trauma. According to LaCapra, the usual
responses of subjects to trauma are “acting out” and “working through”.
The process of “acting out” contains traumatic symptoms including
arousal, intrusion and constriction. But by “working through”, the
subject tries to come to terms with the traumatic experience and the
related loss through mourning. Zizek contends that the continuum of
various reactions to trauma ends with the birth of a new subject known
as the post-traumatic subject. The prominent consequence of indirect
experience of a traumatic event is that an external crisis leads to an
internal one, since trauma operates retroactively and attenuates the
successful functioning of signification. Therefore, trauma becomes a
disorder which entails traumatic symptoms that affect identity and
meaning.
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1. Introduction
Traumas occur as a result of direct or indirect encounters with
unexpected traumatic events. The symptoms of a trauma appear after
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of both Todorov and Greimas. In all the three treatises the equilibrium
changes into imbalance.

5. Conclusion

In the process of changes in narrative, Todorov, unlike Greimas, does
not highlight the transformation of the system of values. Thus, the ideas
of these two thinkers seem to complement each other in some ways. In
Risalat al-Tayrs, the actors, before entering the imbalanced situation,
conclude a contract to finally acquire competence and virtual values. At
the next stage, after doing actions, they enter the second stage of
competence and develop potential values. Then, they enter a place
where they face emotional tensions and gain the power to develop a
state of equilibrium and acquire ethical values. As the next step, the
actors enter a new state of equilibrium and gain ethical values.
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1. Introduction

Todorov believed that small chunks of narrative can create the feeling of
a complete narrative. From the perspective of semio-semantics,
narratives, depending on the actions of characters, can be connected to
some values. In a narratological study of a collection of Risalat al-Tayrs
attempt should be made to find out how the actions of such a structure
can produce value. It seems that in these texts, values have fully
adapted themselves to the narrative structure of the treatises. The case
studies here include lbn Sina’s Risalat al-Tayr and Qasideyeh Ayniyeh,
the treatises by Mohammad and Ahmad Ghazzali, Suhrawardi’s Agl-e
Sorkh, Attar’'s Mantiq al-Tayr, Moqaddasi’'s Kashf al-Asrar and the
treatises by Chachi and Ain al-Quzat.

2. Theoretical Framework

Todorov explains how the feeling of a complete narrative can develop
and highlights its most important elements. Semio-semantics stresses
that the affirmative narrative structure tries to appropriate values. In
structuralism, a different form of abstract values exists, which is based
on concepts within a semantic logic. Greimas locates values within a
semiotic square. The ideas of these scholars are used here to study the
ways in which values are produced and how they are related to
narrative structure.

3. Methodology

The present study adopts the descriptive-analytical methodology to use
Todorov's system of representations to examine the relationship
between narrative structures and value production. First, the structures
of treatises are identified and then the relationship between these
structures and the system of values is examined.

4. Findings

In the Risalat al-Tayrs the initial situations are as follows: 1. The subject
is in initial equilibrium, 2. The subject is disconnected from the object, 3.
Connection or disconnection with the object is not clear. The first
situation is in agreement with Todorov’s idea and the second situation is
in line with Greimas’s view. The third situation disagrees with the ideas
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Abstract

Each narrative structure includes some actions. These actions are in
connection with values. Now, as to how these actions can create value in
Persian and Arabic Risalat al-Tayrs, it seems that in these texts, different
values are created under the influence of different actions and are adapted
to the narrative structure. Investigations using a descriptive-analytical
method and the structuralist approach (Todorov’s theory of syntactic
representation) as well as semio-semantics (the system of values) show
that actors make a contract before entering the status of disequilibrium .
Then the actors enter competence 1 and obtain virtual values. In the next
step, action happens. After that, actors enter competence 2 and obtain
potential values. Then the actors enter a situation which entails emotional
tension and can be the force to create a new balanced position and also
lead to ethical value. In the next stage, actors enter a position of renewed
equilibrium and obtain ethical value. Finally, the birds reach the object or
get separated from it in the following manner: connection with the object,
eternal destruction of and disunity with the object, conditional connection
with the object, unknown unity or disunity and the transformation of
subjects into the object. Accordingly, the basic grammar of Risalat al-Tayrs
is as follows: Journey — negotiation/sermon/warning — gaining knowledge —
union.

Keywords: Risalat al-Tayrs, Narrative Structure, System of Values
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development of the global culture we should formulate our strategies to
make dialogue possible and also try to universalize our literary theories
while embracing other literary theories. This seems to be the only way
to deal with the indigenous ‘aphasia’ and the hegemony of Western
literary theory and recreate our own system of literary theory.
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equivalents considered for “theory” in different languages have been
discussed. Other than languages belonging to the same family as French
and English, only a few languages, such as Mandarin Chinese and Indian,
have an exact equivalent, rooted in their own language, for ‘theory’. In
the equivalents produced for this term in Persian, literary theory is
dominated by the Western paradigm of the concept of scientific theory
and most lexicographers find these equivalents inadequate and not
quite exact. The purpose of dialogue among heterogeneous literary
theories is to enable different theories to identify their own
philosophical background, theoretical nature, presuppositions and
principles and those of other theories as well so that they may develop
and even combine with other theories. Shunging stresses the principle
of “discursive independence” as the most important principle of
dialogue. However, what seems to be of greater importance is the
necessity of developing the main signifier of theoretical identity and the
“indigenous self-discourse system” as a participant in the dialogue. Yet,
Shunqging disregards the quantity and quality of the independence. The
relativity of the principle of independence contributes to the
development of dialogues, which can empower contemporary,
indigenous literary theories and prevent the marginalization of some
theories. Discursive equality in dialogues can create equal opportunities
and commitments. It presupposes equal status for heterogeneous
literary theories and finds any heterogeneity to be the result of their
epistemological and methodological differences. The principle of mutual
elucidation pushes aside all one-sided interpretations and
presuppositions and emphasizes understanding and explains differences
and distinctions among different sides. The principle of “the search for a
common ground while maintaining differences” is based on dialogue
rather than monologue, and highlights distinctions more than
differences. “The mutual complements of variability” provides for
displays of global culture with an open, all-inclusive attitude so that the
gaps in contemporary literary theory is filled in based on distinctions.

5. Conclusion
The literary-cultural interactions indicate that the 21st century is the era
of dialogue among different cultures and, thus, in line with the
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1. Introduction

The ‘critical discourse’ arising from the discursive conflict between
theory-phobia and theory-ism not only disapproves of applying Western
literary theories to Persian literary texts but also questions the
methodology and results of such research studies. In this approach
there seems to be a misunderstanding of both the concept of literary
theory and the process of theorization, with a very strict definition of
literary theory being stressed, regardless of the historical process of
theorization, and synchronic and diachronic dialogues among literary
theories and cultures. However, it is clear that different examples of
Western and Eastern literary theories reveal different qualities of world
literature. Because of the cultural origins of theories from the West and
the East such a dialogue cannot be easily established and a framework
should be developed to prepare the ground for the realization of such
dialogues.

2. Theoretical Framework

The present study draws on Shunqing’s research study “The discourse of
literary theory and the dialogue between Western and Chinese literary
theories” where he discusses the dialogue among heterogeneous
literary theories at both micro and macro levels. At the macro level, the
relationship among heterogeneous literary theories is the focus of
attention, while at the micro level the major ways in which
heterogeneous literary theories are related have been examined.

3. Methodology

The present article adopts a descriptive-analytical method to introduce,
develop and criticize the principles of dialogue among heterogeneous
literary theories put forward in Shunging’s article.

4. Findings

In the present paper, the main components of dialogue among
heterogeneous theories have been redefined and the concept of literary
theory, indigenous theory, the objective and means of dialogue and the
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Abstract

After two decades, the challenge of theory-phobia and theory-ism has, for
some, entered a discourse that can be called the ‘critical discourse’ of
comparative studies of Persian poetics. This discourse challenges
comparative studies of the heterogeneous Persian and Western literatures
and through the essential and foundational rejection of these studies,
attempts to deny their existence and essence. Some Western scholars regard
other literatures as a propelling force that can fill in the void of contemporary
literary theory. Others from the East consider such studies to be an
opportunity to regain a lost literary-theoretical identity and thus return to
the global literary discourse. Even though the critical discourse intends to
deny comparative theoretical studies in an imbalanced way, it, nonetheless,
puts forward some points which are required for such studies to be done,
and highlights the explication of a special set of instructions for dialogue
among heterogeneous literary theories. Pursuing this aim, the present paper
adopts a descriptive-analytical method in order to critically present and
develop the main principles of Shunging’s Variation Theory. What he
establishes as the four main principles of dialogue - discursive
independence, discursive equality, mutual elucidation, and the search for a
common ground while maintaining difference as well as the mutual
complements of variability among heterogeneous literary theories — contain
a set of practical instructions that can introduce comparative poetics to a
new phase of dialogue.
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for example, was very popular from the 12th to the 15th century,
resulting in the birth of mystical epics such Mantiq al-Tayr and Masnavi.

5. Conclusion

The survival or death of genres is the result of a process that dominates
the world of genres. In this process, different genres try to survive. In
order to do so, literary genres give birth to sub-genres. Sometimes
completely new genres are born and at times they are born through the
intermingling of two or more genres. These genres can later develop
their own independent identities. Some genres seem to be fitter for
survival and more powerful in influencing other genres. As they are
influenced by factors dominating the world of creatures, some genres
cannot escape death, while others, for social, historical and cultural
reasons, resurrect.
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they are influenced by their different historical, social, psychological as
well as aesthetic backgrounds. What is yet of greater importance is to
examine the conditions and reasons that can result in their
interconnectedness. To study these reasons, the lives of different genres
and the ways in which they can coexist should be analyzed. This process
includes the life, death and at times rebirth of different genres, which is
of vital significance for their survival. The conflicts between these
genres, their struggle for survival, and their coexistence can explain their
interconnectedness.

2. Theoretical Framework

Literary genres emerge in the context of social, cultural, historical and
psychological factors, which are dynamic and ever-changing conditions.
Therefore, different literary genres both struggle with each other and
coexist peacefully almost in the same way that human beings and
animals do. Thus, literary genres are, similarly, affected by external
factors, such as historical, social and cultural ones.

3. Methodology
In the present study first library resources on literary genres were
analyzed. Then, some Western theoretical concepts were studied so
that the life of different literary genres could be analyzed. Finally, using
some classical Persian literary texts the lives of different literary genres
were examined.

4. Findings

Literary genres are affected by social, cultural and historical variables in
their creation. These variables are constantly changing, leading to
changes in these genres. In order to survive, literary genres give birth to
sub-genres, some of which gain an independent identity. New genres
and sub-genres are born when different genres or sub-genres combine.
For example, in Western literature the ballad was born when lyrical and
epic poetry combined. In Persian literature when the epic started to
decline, it tried to combine with historical and religious genres, resulting
in the birth of religious and historical epics. Some genres are more
powerful in certain eras and influence other genres. The mystical genre,
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Abstract

The study of genres is one of the significant subjects in the field of literary
criticism and theory, which regained importance in contemporary literature
following the upswing of criticism. The advancement of discussions related
to literary genres also faced challenges. Genres come into existence for
different reasons. For example, they sometimes form sub-genres of the
same type inside themselves or form them independently; they may also live
inside the dominant genre as a recessive genre, associate with other genres,
or form kinship relationships. After coming into existence, sub-genres also
move in a similar direction. The mixture of genres and sub-genres sometimes
generates new genres and micro-genres in different manners. Micro-genres
also make the same effort for survival. In such a situation, some sub-genres
and micro-genres fade and sometimes they may revive or resurrect in other
situations. These relationships and the progress of genres from the beginning
to the end — which can be called the struggle for survival in genres — can
solve problems like the ingenuousness of genres, the impossibility of
including sub-genres under a specific genre, and the mixture of genres,
subgenres and micro-genres.

Keywords: Struggle for Survival, Coexistence of Genres, Generation of
Genres, Sub-genres

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
It seems that no clear-cut boundary can be drawn between different
literary genres. It is undeniable that literary genres are intertwined as
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narrative grammar to interpret individuals. In realistic works the largest
amount of iconic signs and in miniatures the least amount of iconic signs
can be seen. One problem with the illustrations in retellings of
Shahnameh is that iconic signs are not in harmony.

5. Conclusion

Historically the first works retold for children followed the tradition of
lithograph books, i.e., providing books for audiences who are not well-
educated. In these works, explanatory notes are offered next to the
images (symbolic sign), which along with realism in presenting figures
and movements (index and iconic signs) try to reveal the identity of the
character to the audience. With the rise of modernism and abstract
illustration, implied and conceptual signs find their ways into
illustrations more frequently, while iconic signs that are based on the
similarities between the signifier and the signified are rarely used. Even
though the course of history and changes in artistic taste play a role in
the types of signs, the most influential factor seems to be style.
Therefore, audiences’ taste, illustrators’ personal style and oral
traditions are the most important factors that determine the types of
signs used in illustrations.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Different styles of illustration have been used in retellings of Shahnameh
for children. Identity signs are created through visual sings inspired by
the text or through the signs constructed by the illustrator, which are
closely or remotely connected with the stories. A sign is composed of
three parts: the sign itself, the sign in relation to its object, and the sign
as it is redefined as the representation of an object. Identity is made up
of a collection of social, cultural, psychological, philosophical, biological
and historical characteristics that signify the nature or essence of a
group and distinguish it at a specific time or place from other groups or
members belonging to them.

2. Theoretical Framework

According to Pierce, the relationship between the signifier and the
signified is classified depending on the extent to which they are natural
or arbitrary. In the present study, the text is regarded as the signifier,
and the image, which is the consequence of the text, is the signified. The
identity signs in the present study are the motifs and repeated elements
for recognizing the characters in the story.

3. Methodology

The present study is qualitative and is based on deduction and
induction. First, the identity signs were extracted from the case studies
and then classified based on Pierce’s theory of semiotic systems.

4. Findings

The identity signs in the case studies here can be grouped as symbols,
indexes and icons. Symbolic sighs had both explicit and implicit
meanings. The explicit meanings can be regarded as index signs that
complete their signifier. The implicit meanings are symbolic signs and
ought to be interpreted. Index signs include reactions, movements and
figuration. They are made up of conceptual grammar and narrative
grammar. In conceptual grammar individuals are identified through the
fixed features of their faces. The signs and movements are used in
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Abstract

Different styles of illustration can be found in retellings of Shahnameh for
children. These styles cover a wide range from realistic to the abstract. They
have used visual cues to reinforce or sometimes weaken linguistic concepts.
One of the functions of visual cues in the narratives is to characterize or
identify the heroes. In this paper, the aforementioned ontological signs are
classified and analyzed according to Peirce’s semiotic system. The Pierce
trilogy (icon, index, symbol) shows the amount of distance between the
signifier and the signified. Iconic symbols have the highest degree of
similarity to the signifier, and symbolic signs have the least. The index marks
are in between. In this study, we understand the importance of imagery as
an enlightening factor in enhancing children’s cognitive understanding. We
also find that these signs, while being motifs for recognizing the characters in
the story, also reflect social and cultural characteristics, and the illustrators
have not always based their work on the child on and his or her pre-learned
experiences of image perception; rather, they have taken into account
popular preferences and individual style. Of the three styles examined
(realistic, abstract, and miniature), realistic style has the most, and miniature
style has the least iconic and indexical signs to identify the characters in the
story. Symbolic signs are seen in almost the same proportion in all three
styles. In terms of the relationship between the text and the image, there is
generally an increasing relationship.

Keywords: lllustration, Shahnameh, Retellings for Children, Semiotics,
Pierce
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different literary works. In the 2000s the number of these articles increased
and a decade later the articles were more diverse, albeit smaller in number.
25.59 per cent of the articles focused on liberal feminism and 20.94 per
cent revolved around radical feminism. Around three-fourths of the critics
were more inclined toward British and American feminist criticism, while
about one fourth adopted French feminist criticism. About 59 per cent of
the critics writing in this journal were women, with Masoumeh Ansarian
being the most published writer. 55 per cent of the articles dealt with
children’s literature and 45 per cent with adolescent literature. The
patriarchal structure of families and society was the most recurrent theme
and gender discrimination was also focused on in many articles.

5. Conclusion

Moderate liberal feminism and, to a smaller extent, radical feminism
attracted more attention compared with other types of feminism. As a
result, Anglo-American feminist criticism was drawn upon more in the
studies of children’s and adolescent literature. Female critics were more
active in this period, mostly focusing on literary works produced by
women. Of different literary genres, fiction received more attention,
with children’s fiction eliciting more critical reviews. Well-written titles
and introductions, good cover designs, thematic classifications and
fitting conclusions and useful suggestions to the readers and writers
were among the strengths of the reviews. However, giving scant
attention to children’s literature theories, drawing insufficiently upon
feminist approaches in their analyses, insufficient references to the
texts, failure to use first-hand sources and dealing with irrelevant issues
were some of the weaknesses of the articles.
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1. Introduction

In the second wave of feminism, feminist criticism started to examine
children’s and adolescent literature. In Iran it started in the 1990s. A
decade later the journal Ketab-e Mah-e Kudak va Nojavan devoted one
issue to feminism and feminist criticism. In other children’s and adolescent
literature journals, numerous articles started to appear. In the present
paper, articles written from a feminist perspective and published in Ketab-e
Mah-e Kudak va Nojavan in the years 1997-2014 are studied in order to
reflect the status of feminist criticism in this journal. The following
questions will be answered as well: what feminist theories and forms of
feminist criticism were more popular at that time? Were these critical
reviews mostly written by men or women? What themes have been most
frequently repeated in them? What strengths and weaknesses can be seen
in these critical reviews?

2. Theoretical Framework

Some feminist critics have studied women as both readers and writers
while others have focused on the feminine language. Some Western critics
have examined physical differences between men and women and their
effects on literary works produced by female writers. Gender in children’s
literature has also been studied by some feminist critics. In the present
study attempt is made to examine different types of feminist criticism in
Iranian children’s and adolescent literature in the years 1997-2014.

3. Methodology

The present study relies on descriptive content analysis methodology. In
this study first the main components of feminist literary criticism in
children’s and adolescent literature have been identified and the articles in
Ketab-e Mah-e Kudak va Nojavan that have adopted a feminist approach
have been reviewed.

4. Findings
About 2 per cent (27 out of 1073) of the articles published in Ketab-e Mah-
e Kudak va Nojavan from 1997 to 2014 were feminist critical reviews of
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Abstract

Feminist literary criticism seeks to revise the classical criteria of criticism and
literary history, and create a feminine tradition in literature. Studying
feminist criticisms in specialized journals can play an important role in
showing the direction of this type of criticism in children’s and adolescent
literature. Using a descriptive and qualitative method and a deductive-
inductive content analysis method, the present study examines the articles
published between 1997 and 2014 in the journal Ketab-e Mah-e Kudak va
Nojavan (The Monthly Book of Children and Young Adults) that have adopted
a feminist approach in order to give an overview of the status of feminist
criticism in them. The results show that out of 1073 articles, 27 articles
employed this approach. Time has influenced the pieces quantitatively and
qualitatively. Female critics are more prolific. The most widely used feminist
components are derived from liberal and somewhat radical tendencies. The
critics’ tendency toward Anglo-American feminist criticism is more than the
other tendencies. Well-written titles and introductions, good cover designs,
thematic classifications and fitting conclusions and useful suggestions to the
readers and writers are among the strengths of the articles. In contrast,
giving scant attention to children’s literature theories, drawing insufficiently
upon feminist approaches in their analyses, insufficient references to the
texts, failure to use first-hand sources and dealing with irrelevant issues are
some of the weak points of the articles.
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and ‘how’ a specific concept has been developed. Therefore, this
method can help us study literary, historical and political texts and
reveal ideological disputes that have affected the perception and
meaning of these texts.

5. Conclusion

Koselleck’s theory of conceptual history is important in that it shows
that the study of concepts and their transformation throughout time
and place in different contexts of each era can provide us with the
means to examine political, social and cultural events. In this approach,
the ambiguity of a concept suggests the presence of different signifiers
that can only be understood through examining semantic conflicts over
them in a specific context. Conceptual history, both as theory and
methodology, can reveal hidden meanings in macro-narratives and
structures, and provide us with a new narrative of hidden events in
history. It can also be used as a new theoretical approach for reading
literary, political, and historical texts.

Select Bibliography

Koselleck, R. 1972. “Einleitung.” In: Otto Brunner, Werner Conze und
Reinhart Koselleck (Hrgs.). Geschichtliche Grundbegriffe: Historisches
Lexikon zur politisch-sozialen Sprache in Deutschland. Vol. 1.
Stuttgart: Klett-Gotta.

Koselleck, R. 1979. “Social History and Conceptual History.”
International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society 2/3: 408-425.

Koselleck, R. 1981. “Modernity and the Planes of Historicity.” Economy
and Society 10/2: 166-183.

Koselleck, R. 1982. “Begriffsgeschichte and Social History.” Economy and
Society 11/4: 409-427.

Koselleck, R. 1989. “Linguistic Change and the History of Events.” Journal
of Modern History 61/4: 649-666.

Koselleck, R. 1995. Vergangene Zukunft. Zur Semantikgeschichtlicher
Zeiten. Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp.

Koselleck, R. 2003. “Die Geschichte der Begriffe und Begriffe der

Geschichte.” In: Carsten Dutt (Hg.). Herausforderungen der

Begriffsgeschichte. Heidelberg: Winter. 56-76.



Literany Theory and Criticism /13
Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Conceptual history has been affected by continental philosophy and
new historicism. It offers a critique of traditional historicism and, while
assigning a special role to concepts, tries to represent ideological
conflicts in a political structure by examining, creating and transforming
them. In the present study attempt is made to analyze the role and
status of this theory in continental philosophy, with a focus on the ideas
of Reinhart Koselleck. He has closely studied the nature of the concept,
how it is different from the word and how concepts affect political
events. He believes that without concepts, society and the political
domains of actions cannot exist and through them political conflicts and
the hidden meaning in political, historical and literary texts can be
understood in new ways.

2. Theoretical Framework

This article relies on the theory of history of concepts developed by
Reinhart Koselleck, which focuses on the study and analysis of changes
and transformations in social and political concepts over time and in
relation to institutional and structural changes. This theory tries to
understand politics through conceptual changes.

3. Methodology

In the present study the ideas of Reinhart Koselleck are adopted to
examine how political and social concepts have changed throughout
history. He believes that the history of concepts is methodologically
independent and represents concepts and changes occurring in them in
a linguistic form in their historical context.

4. Findings

The main idea of conceptual history is that concepts are the sum of
historical experiences. One of the tasks of conceptual history is the
analysis of the convergence, changes or differences in the relationship
between a concept and the events occurring throughout history.
Conceptual history tries to find out ‘where’, ‘when’, ‘for whom’, ‘why’
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Abstract

“Conceptual history” is a relatively new theory and method which has been
influenced by the tradition of continental philosophy and new historicism.
This theory and method, with its critique of traditional historicism, puts
emphasis on the “concept” and claims that by studying the creation,
evolution and conception of concepts, one can represent ideological conflicts
in a political structure. In the present paper, after defining conceptual
history, attempt is made to address the role of this theory in continental
philosophy by emphasizing the views of Reinhart Koselleck, the most
renowned scholar in the field. In his seminal project on conceptual history,
Koselleck explores the concept, its differences from the word, and how
concepts influence political events. He believes that without concepts,
neither society nor the political arena of action will exist. Moreover, to him
every concept in the system of thought has anti-concepts that can overcome
it by having a specific meaning. On this basis, Koselleck pits anti-concepts
against concepts and speaks of a semantic battle that can justify and explain
the efforts of political forces and groups to overcome a particular discourse.
As a method, conceptual history also attempts to discover the meaning
behind the accumulated layers of time.

Keywords: Conceptual History, Concept, Counter-concept, Reinhart
Koselleck, New Historicism
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from this, | have a heavy heart;

the guest-killing guesthouse’s day is dark
every soul jumbled together aimlessly:
some sleepy people

some uncouth people

some simple people.

In the legends of the region, Azakoo is sister to another mountain called
Damavand. Here it seems that Vazena is Azakoo’s brother and is loved
by him. The mother and her daughter are tired and pale, waiting for
their brother to come back, a man who they love. Love and hatred are
both red, which will cover the pale face of those who are waiting. The
mother and daughter cannot fulfill their love for their brother and the
story should end in death. Yushij has, consciously or otherwise, used this
intertextuality to transform the legend. He has turned the legend of
Azakoo into a non-legend, has made ambiguous symbols out of the
colors yellow and red, and has produced a different intertextuality out
of Mazandarni legends.

5. Conclusion

When symbolist and formalist techniques entered literature,
ambiguities started to appear, in which complex traditions and old
narratives were present. Traditions and their legends are no longer
recreated simply. They undergo intertextual transformations in a way
that they are closely intertwined with other legends or take on new
forms so that they are no longer easy to recognize or extract. These
narratives are usually hidden within the text because the transformation
they have gone through makes it impossible for them to be studied like
other common narratives or their predecessors. Many modern literary
works can be studied from this perspective.
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legend keeping a central role, or fully transformed, resulting in the
intertextual metamorphosis of the legend. In Iran, Nima Yushij is the
first poet to make legends undergo profound transformations in his
poetry. The present article examines the structure of Yushij's free verse,
and his poem “Snow” in particular, with a focus on transformations in
legends in his poetry.

2. Theoretical Framework

Transforming legends is different from recreating them in different
ways. The degree of changes made in them, the artistic means used in
this transformation, and the use of ambiguity, symbolism and
intertexuality are among these differences. In the present study attempt
is made to identify transformations in the legends that appear in Yushij’s
poetry.

3. Methodology

In the present paper Nima Yushij’s poetry is studied using a feminist
deconstructionist approach with a focus on the legend or how it is
treated in his poetry.

4. Findings

In some of his modern poems, such as “The King of Conquest”, “He and
His Dream”, “The Moonlight”, “Wicked Hope”, “In the Cold Winter
Night”, “Rira”, and “Snow”, Nima Yushij has transformed some popular
legends. For example in “Snow” (1955) we read:

Yellow hasn’t become red for no reason
the red hasn’t cast its color
upon the wall for no reason.

Morning has come from that side of the Azakoo Mountains but
Vazena Mountain is not clear.

The power of the dimly-lit snow works all its chaos

on every window-pane it settles.

Vazena is not clear;
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Abstract

Trans-legendism is rooted in the legendism of the Romantics in the late
eighteenth century. Romantic poets were the first to begin legendism
which is a kind of rewriting and recreating legends. But Symbolists took
a step further in presenting legendism and even trans-legendism. There
is a fundamental difference between legendism and trans-legendism:
whereas recreating legends and legendism had been openly concerned
with legends, trans-legendism was interested in the ambiguous and
intertextual transmutation of legends to such an extent that sometimes
the readers could not trace it back to the original legend. In Iran, Nima
Yushij was the first poet to use trans-legendism in a singular manner in
his free verse. The aim of the present article is to introduce narrative
legends in the inner layers of Nima’s poetry, which leads to the advent
of femininity and resistance to the rigid masculine language. Finally,
following the trans-legendism theory, the article investigates the
structure of Nima’s free verse, specifically in the poem “Snow”.

Keywords: Legendism, Trans-legendism, Ambiguity, Niama, Free Verse,
Snow

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Romantics were among the first to try to recreate legends in their
poetry. However, symbolists took it to a higher level and brought about
greater transformations in them. Legends are either recreated, with the
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philosophical hermeneutics does not offer a method for reading texts,
Gadamer skillfully explains and describes the process of understanding
step by step. The substructure of understanding indicates that the
process of understanding is affected by rules, regulations and dos and
don’ts. Also, the fore-conception of the completeness of the text and
the temporal distance are important factors for judging whether an
interpretation is valid or not.
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merely be adopted as theories or they can be drawn upon in literary
criticism. The present study has been conducted with the aim of
addressing this question.

2. Theoretical Framework

Hermeneutics has been divided into different kinds based on the type of
factors, such as historical periods, domains and approaches, which have
been considered in such groupings. In the present study, based on the
approaches adopted, attempt has been made to analyze the
relationship between hermeneutics and literary criticism.

3. Methodology

In the present study the descriptive-analytical approach has been used
to examine the relationship between hermeneutics and literary
criticism.

4. Findings

Sehleiermacher believes that hermeneutics precedes criticism. His
commitment to grammatical and psychological interpretation
establishes a relationship between the author-centered hermeneutics
and criticism. Hirsch believes that the author-centered hermeneutics
and criticism are strongly connected. Hirsch offers four criteria for
assessing an interpretation. Here we have drawn upon Gadamer’s two
conditions for interpretation, i.e. temporal distance and fore-conception
of completeness, to provide a critique of philosophical hermeneutics.

5. Conclusion

It can be concluded that author-centered hermeneutics, philosophical
hermeneutics and also literary hermeneutics are closely related to
literary criticism. As pointed out by Sehleiermacher and Hirsch and
other scholars of literary hermeneutics, author-centered hermeneutics
and literary hermeneutics, which offer methods for interpretation or
validation of interpretation, are explicitly connected with literary
criticism. But since in philosophical hermeneutics the focus of attention
is on explaining and describing understanding, it has apparently nothing
to do with criticism. However, as we have already discussed, although
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Abstract

There is no doubt that different hermeneutical approaches have become
accepted as a general theory,.But can hermeneutics be a step beyond the
theory and enter the critique? In author-centered hermeneutics,
Schleiermacher is theoretically believed , as it is realized, hermeneutics is
preceded by critique, and criticism comes after hermeneutics
Schleiermacher's commitment to gramatical interpretation and psycological
interpretation, establishes between the author-centered hermeneutics and
the critique. Hirsch, by distinguishing between two types of criticisms,
believes there is a link between the authoritative hermeneutics and the inner
critique. In addition, Hirsch's quadruple criteria for proving the probability of
an interpretation result in the valuation of valid interpretations of the invalid.
But from the point of view of the critics, philosophical hermeneutics is in
come and go between theory and critique The author believes the two
criteria Gadamer specifies for correct interpretation that is "fore- conception
of completeness and distance, Philosophical hermeneutics is pulled to the
point of critique In the meantime, literary hermeneutics, with emphasis on
the method of reading the text, enter the realm of criticism.

Keywords: Author-centered Hermeneutics, Philosophical Hermeneutics,
Literary Hermeneutics, Literary Criticism

Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

One of the important issues literary theorists and critics have mostly
failed to address is whether different hermeneutic approaches can
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5. Conclusion

As the present paper aimed to understand the nature and types of
description, the results of the study have been summarized in Table 1. A
descriptological study of the examples extracted from Nafthat al-
Masdur indicates that the writer has skillfully used description in his
work, transforming mere narration into a literary text. Such studies can
provide the ground and develop a system for descriptological analyses
of different texts. Comparative studies of two or more texts can, thus,
be made possible. Different approaches, such as descriptology and
stylistics, descriptology and narratology, descriptology and
hermeneutics and descriptology and intertextuality can be combined to
study different literary works.

Select Bibliography

Barths, R. 1982. “An Introduction to the Structural Analysis of
Narrative.” New Literary History 6/2: 237-272.

Fludernik, M. 2009. An Introduction to Narratology. London and New
York: Routledge.

Fotuhi, M. 1393 [2014]. Sabk-shenasi. Tehran: Sokhan.

Genette, G. 1982. “Frontiers of Narrative.” In: A. Sheridan (ed.). Figures
of Literary Discourse. New York: Columbia University Press.

Gomel, E. 2014. Narrative Space and Time. New York and London:
Routledge.

Habib, M. A. R. 2005. A History of Literary Criticism from Plato to the
Present. London: Blackwell.

Makaryk, I. R. 1383 [2004]. Daneshnameh-ye Nazarye-ha-ye Adabi-e
Moa’ser. M. Mohajer and M. Nabavi. Tehran: Agah.

Motoyoshi, S. 2004. Description in Classical Arabic Poetry. Leiden and
Boston: Brill.

Seyyedhosseini, R. 1381 [2002]. Maktab-ha-ye Adabi. Tehran: Negah.

Shebli, N. 1314 A.H. She’r al-Adjam. M. Fakhr Da’i Gilani (trans.). Tehran:
Matba’-e Majlis.



Literary Theavy and Cuiticism | 3

description in literary texts and, by providing a structured framework,
offers a system for the criticism of texts. The present study aims to apply
the theory of descriptology to excerpts from Shahab al-Din Zidari’s
Nafthat al-Masdur so that description is redefined and its types are
examined. Zidari’s work enjoys a rich diversity in types of description as
it has made great use of description and its types in the text. Rather
than being a descriptological analysis, the present paper is an
introduction to it and an attempt to introduce a system that is to lay the
ground for descriptological studies.

2. Theoretical Framework

The present study is composed of six main parts. In the first part while
different viewpoints about description are examined, attempt is made
to offer a more precise definition of this term. In the second section
some studies in Persian on description are examined. In sections three
and four first descriptology is studied as a new way of analyzing and
understanding texts and then Nafthat al-Masdur is studied closely. In
part five different types of description are explained and in the last part
the findings of the study are presented.

3. Methodology

The present paper has drawn on structuralist methodology to study
Nafthat al-Masdur. After criticizing and analyzing the ideas of former
theorists, the study develops a new classification of different types of
description, which it has called the ‘typology of description’.

4. Findings

In this study, a new definition of description has been offered. In
literature description can be defined as the representation of objective
and subjective examples through language provided that this
representation occurs in the context of a literary discourse. In this study
descriptions have been classified based on either content or form. Many
of the description types have been introduced in the present study for
the first time, such as hidden, cognitive and extensive description. In this
study, a fairly comprehensive system has been developed through
which texts can be studied from the perspective of descriptology. Also,
the types of description used by Shahab al-Din Mohammad in his
Nafthat al-Masdur have been identified and explained in this paper.
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Abstract

Descriptology examines the nature of description, studies literature
from the perspective of description, tries to identify different types of
description in literary texts and, by providing a structured framework,
offers a system for the criticism of texts. The main aim of the present
study is to apply the theory of descriptology to Shahab al-Din Zidari’s
Nafthat al-Masdur in order to redefine description and examine its
types. As a model or paradigm, typology encompasses a conceptual and
theoretical framework, while being a critical tool, it has exploratory use
and allows for the literary analysis of a text. In this regard, Nafthat al-
Masudar has the potential to serve as a basis for the completion of this
theory, as it displays a remarkable variety and offers a special view of
description and its application in the text. The paper argues that many
of the beauties and characteristics of the literary text are made possible
through the examination of the techniques, methods, and details of the
description used. However, this paper is not a descriptological analytic
study of the text; it is merely an introduction to it and offers an
apparatus that can be used for descriptological research.

Keywords: Descriptology, Types of Description, Typology of Description,
Persian Literature, Nafthat al-Masdur

Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

Descriptology examines the nature of description, studies literature
from the perspective of description, tries to identify different types of
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