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divided into educated ones whose properties have been confiscated by
the government, and another group of educated people from poor
families. Each of these characters is an ‘individual self’ that acts in the
‘collective self’. In Del-e Koor, a kind of ‘collective self’ forms the society
and characters of two different ‘individual self’ types, which are in conflict
with each other.

5. Conclusion

The characters in Cheshmhayash are divided into two types. In one group
the ‘social me’, as structural and cultural facts, dominate the ‘I'. In this
novel, characters, as the ‘collective self’ act against the ruling power, and
the most important action is the characters’ struggle for freedom. In Del-e
Koor, the dominant norms, i.e., the ‘social me’ dominate the ‘I’ and
subjugates the ‘self’. The characters, by accepting the hegemony of the
‘social me’ act against the violent, opportunist ‘collective self’. The
struggle between individuals and also between the individual and society
is of great significance.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Barhtes regards character as a participant rather than a being. As one of
the most important elements of a novel, character is an individual
participant who finds textuality in every narrative. The symbolic
interactionist theory is mainly concerned with actions. This theory regards
society as a collection of actions and reactions and adopts a realistic,
down-to-earth outlook toward the study of the collective life and
behavior of humans. Blumer conducts his research in the real world and
bases his interpretations on naturalistic inquiry. Therefore, the characters
in the novels Cheshmhayash and Del-e Koor can be analyzed using the
symbolic interactionist theory.

2. Theoretical Framework

The present paper relies on the idea of Blumer to study the characters in
two Persian novels. Blumer’s ‘self’ is developed through the relation
between ‘I’ and the ‘social me’. As a participant in a narrative, character is
inseparable from actions and events, which eventually determines its
features.

3. Methodology

The present study employs the descriptive-analytical approach to
illustrate different kinds of character and utilizes the symbolic
interactionist theory and Herbert Blumer’s idea of ‘self’ to represent
characters’ social status in two Iranian novels.

4. Discussion and Analysis

In Cheshmhayash two kinds or characters are represented: a character
with traditional, religious ideas, represented by Rajab and Farangis’s
mother; and, the other one is a modern ‘self’, represented by Makan and
Farangis. The pressure on the part of the semantic network and social
structures in Del-e Koor deprive ‘I of freedom in its encounter with the
‘social me’ and ‘self’ of characters. The characters in Cheshmhayash are
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Abstract

Narratology considers the element of character to be the drive behind
roles and actions in a narrative. The sociological theory of “symbolic
interactionism” is also concerned with how actions occur. Employing this
sociological approach, we can expand the critical method of narratology
and introduce new aspects in sociological studies of narrative texts. Using
the “self” theory in the sociological approach of “symbolic
interactionism”, this article discusses the types of action and the types of
character in Bozorg Alavi’'s Cheshmhayash (Her Eyes) and Esmael Fasih’s
Del-e Koor (The Blind Heart). Therefore, the narrative style of the two
authors in the production of character is analyzed and compared. The
article considers the narrative character as “self” in the symbolic
interactionist theory. The novel Cheshmhayash has two types of active
and passive “collective self”. The active “collective self”, in a concerted
effort, narrates the story in opposition to the political structure. Thus, the
novel’s “self” is marginalized in political relations. It narrates the first and
second halves of the Pahlavi period. Characterization in Del-e-koor is
determined by a “social me” and form a violent and self-serving
“collective self” at the core of the society depicted in the novel. The active
characters’ individualistic opposition to this “collective self” leads to their
marginalization in the novel’s social life.
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main events in the history of literature, is not an effective method for
research in literary historiography as it ultimately leads to incomplete
and ambiguous reports on literary events. The present study examines
some of the weaknesses of this method in the study of the history of
literature and identifies some common weaknesses in contemporary
literary historiography, such as its inability to describe gradual changes
in literary works and traditions, its inability to identify multiple
relationships between literary events, and its tendency to symbolically
interconnecting periods that are separate and homogenizing different
historical periods regardless of the actual contribution of each.

2. Theoretical Framework
Linear methodology in history, introduced by Ahmad Pakatchi, provides
the framework of the present study.

3. Methodology
The present study uses the descriptive-analytical methodology to
examine linear methodology in historiography.

4. Discussion and Analysis

In the present paper the principles of the linear method of
historiography have been identified and discussed and the problems
resulting from this method have been pointed out.

5. Conclusion

Despite its different educational advantages, the linear method of
writing about the history of literature results in the production of an
incomplete, ambiguous image of the history of literature. Therefore, it
seems that in literary research, particularly in research papers, theses,
and dissertations, new methods should be utilized so that more precise
and comprehensive results are achieved.
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Abstract

The linear style has been the common approach of literary
historiography from the past to the present. Despite its educational
value and facilitating the learning of literary history, this method cannot
be an effective method for accurate literary historiography, and
ultimately leads to incomplete and ambiguous reports about literary
events. The present article examines some of the weaknesses of this
method in the study of the history of literature and identifies five
common shortcomings that exist in contemporary literary
historiography:

1. Failing to describe gradual changes in literary works and traditions

2. Failing to identify multiple relationships between literary events

3. Symbolically interconnecting points of rupture

4. Homogenizing different historical periods regardless of the actual
contribution of each

5. Determining the beginning and end of literary events contrary to
historical facts

Keywords: History of Literature, Literary Historiography, Linear Method

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The linear style has been the common approach to literary
historiography from the past to the present. This method, despite its
educational value and its capacity for facilitating learning about the
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5. Conclusion

The main components of trauma studies are constantly changing and
redefined, as a result of which numerous patterns and models have been
developed to represent the concept of trauma, its symptoms and its
consequences. In the present study, by relying on the ideas of the
contemporary philosopher Slavoj Zizek, one of the important
psychoanalytical models of trauma, and its symptoms and consequences
were analyzed. It is concluded that following a traumatic event,
individuals undergo an internal transformation. In other words, an
external crisis turns into an internal crisis. From a psychoanalytical
perspective, due to the direct or indirect experience of a sad event, these
subjects suffer a kind of internal crisis, which can be for two reasons: first,
because of the retroactive nature of trauma, and second, due to the
attenuation of signification.
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such an encounter. Such an experience leads to different individual and
social consequences. Reactions to a trauma are regarded as a continuum.
Immediate reactions such as flight and freeze can be located at one pole
of this continuum and post-traumatic disorders and the birth of a new
subject at the other pole. The survivors/victims of a trauma suffer from
the traumatic event and are devastated by its remembrance. They carry
the memory of the traumatic event in their mind, and experiencing it
again or trying to avoid remembering it is painful to them.

2. Theoretical Framework

Zizek believes that trauma results from the unexpected intrusion of the
real into the symbolic and gains meaning in the structure of the deferred
action. Different people show different reactions to trauma. LaCapra
maintains that reactions to trauma can be divided into “acting out” and
“working through”. Zizek holds that in the continuum of different
reactions to trauma, it eventually results in the birth of a new subject
called post-traumatic subject.

3. Methodology

The symptoms of trauma and its consequences have been
psychoanalytically examined in the present study. The consequences of a
trauma are the individual and social effects of experiencing a traumatic
event on the subject. In this study, first the concept of trauma and its
definitions by Freud, Lacan and Zizek are studied and then the “acting
out” and “working through” reactions and symptoms of struggling with
trauma and the post-traumatic subject are introduced.

4. Findings

Traumas work retroactively and appear as disorders with symptoms that
affect the identity of the subject and attenuate the functioning of
signification. If the disorder resulting from the trauma worsens, its
symptoms appear as disruption in cognition and identity. The traumatic
event changes the subject’s perception of the self, others and the world.
The subject gradually develops a feeling of inefficiency and uselessness,
loses its integrity and turns into a new subject with no emotional
participation or enthusiasm, completely unfamiliar with their previous
identity.
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Abstract

This study aims to investigate and analyze the consequences of trauma
through the lens provided by Slavoj Zizek. He believes that the
unexpected intrusion of the Real into the Symbolic order is called
trauma, which gains meaning only in retrospect. Different subjects
respond differently to a trauma. According to LaCapra, the usual
responses of subjects to trauma are “acting out” and “working through”.
The process of “acting out” contains traumatic symptoms including
arousal, intrusion and constriction. But by “working through”, the
subject tries to come to terms with the traumatic experience and the
related loss through mourning. Zizek contends that the continuum of
various reactions to trauma ends with the birth of a new subject known
as the post-traumatic subject. The prominent consequence of indirect
experience of a traumatic event is that an external crisis leads to an
internal one, since trauma operates retroactively and attenuates the
successful functioning of signification. Therefore, trauma becomes a
disorder which entails traumatic symptoms that affect identity and
meaning.

Keywords: Trauma, Symptoms, Consequences, Zizek

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Traumas occur as a result of direct or indirect encounters with
unexpected traumatic events. The symptoms of a trauma appear after
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have explicitly or implicitly named their writings literary texts. It is worth
noting that Sigmund Freud received Goethe Prize, rather than a
scientific prize, for his contribution to the literary culture and Lacan
considered his Ecrits a literary text. Based on Felman’s idea of
implication we tried to show that a change in our attitude toward both
fields of literature and psychoanalysis is needed.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The present paper aims to identify a special form of relationship
between psychoanalysis and literature. It adopts the ideas of Pierre
Bayard and Jacque Lacan to examine some of the weakness of applied
psychoanalysis. Bayard believes that the literary critic should primarily
focus on literature, while the prevalence of different theories, including
psychoanalysis, has turned literature into a field for psychoanalysts’
desired harvest. Felman’s idea of implication suggests that Bayard’s
applied literature ultimately leads to turning attention from
psychoanalysis to literature. In the present paper, we will highlight the
weaknesses of Bayard’s ideas and the main principles of Felman’s view.

2. Theoretical Framework

The ideas of Bayard and Lacan about literature and psychoanalysis have
been examined and compared here. Felman’s notion of implication also
helped us gain a better understanding of Bayard idea of applied
literature.

3. Methodology

The present study adopts the descriptive-analytical method. It applies
the ideas of Lacan and ShoshanaFelman’s idea of implication to examine
the relationship between literature and psychoanalysis.

4. Discussion and Analysis

The conjunction ‘and’, in discussions on ‘literature and psychoanalysis’,
indicates a kind of subjugation rather than relationship. Literature
seems to be subjugated to psychoanalysis in writings about the
relationship between literature and psychoanalysis. After examining the
Lacanian roots of Felman’s discussion, we clarified why his ideas of
implication is based on stronger foundations compared to Bayard’s idea
of applied literature.

5. Conclusion
The relationship between literature and psychoanalysis cannot be
reduced to a relationship between two separate fields. Psychoanalysts
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Abstract

Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this article, first of all, deals
with some of the criticisms on the methodology of “applied
psychoanalysis”. Then, discussing Pierre Bayard’s idea of “applied
literature” and, at the same time, referring to the 17th seminar of
Jacques Lacan, The Other Side of Psychoanalysis, the paper points out
that the terms “applied psychoanalysis” and “applied literature” seem
to presuppose an external relationship between literature and
psychoanalysis. On the contrary, Felman’s notion of “implication” is
based on a simultaneously internal and external relationship between
the two domains. In this way, the article highlights the weaknesses of
Bayard’s idea and the stronger foundation of Felman’s arguments.
Finally, in the context deliberately created for the conflict between
these positions and points of view, the paper returns to some other
aspects of Lacanian ideas such as the description of the term extimité
and his subtle use of the English word “without”, asking whether it can
be said that psychoanalysis is not “without” literature.
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prose, it is impossible to understand it or other forms of verbal
communication. The present paper tries to examine the existing
definitions of prose and offer a more comprehensive one. Attempt is
made here to investigate the nature of prose as an important issue in
the theory of prose.

2. Theoretical Framework

Different definitions and descriptions of prose by numerous scholars
have been studied closely in the present paper in an attempt to offer a
more comprehensive definition of the prose.

3. Methodology

The preset paper applies the descriptive-analytical method to the study
of the main ideas in the theory of prose in order to come up with a new
definition for prose.

4. Discussion and Analysis

To define the prose, its nature and distinctive features are of
importance. It can be concluded that prose is “connected speech”, but
the feature that distinguishes prose from verse is that in prose only the
phonetic-syntactic rules of language dictate the order of the discourse,
whereas in verse, meter and rhythm are loaded with rules that
determine the arrangement of words. In this study, rhythmic prose and
prose poetry have been also discussed in terms of their specific
features.

5. Conclusion

The results of our investigation into the ideas of scholars from the past
and present show that prose is connected speech, while poetry is
disconnected speech. In other words, prose follows phonetic-syntactic
rules and poetry is based on rhythm and meter. And while connection in
prose is the ordinary form of speech, in poetry disconnection is
intentional in order to achieve poetical purposes. Moreover, rhythmic
prose can be defined as prose combined with rhetorical meter, and
prose poetry emerges when poetry and rhetorical prose are combined.
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Abstract

The widespread use of prose in written and spoken language has not led
experts to regard it as an equivalent of verse. On this basis, we do not
yet have a specific definition of prose. Perhaps the reason for this
shortcoming is either the difficulty of defining this kind of speech or its
existential self-evidence. But philosophers, rhetoricians, orators, stylists,
critics, and linguists have, more or less, tended to describe, and
sometimes define, prose. Adopting a descriptive-analytical method, the
present article has tried to offer a logical definition for prose after
introducing the existing definitions. Having assessed the views of the
predecessors, the article concludes that prose is “connected speech”,
but the feature that distinguishes prose from verse is that in prose only
the phonetic-syntactic rules of language dictate the order of the
discourse, whereas in verse, meter and rhythm are loaded with rules
that determine the arrangement of words. Moreover, the paper
discusses rhythmic prose, prose poetry and rhyming prose in terms of
their prosaic and verse properties.

Keywords: Prose, Poetry, Verse, Rhythmic Prose, Prose Poetry
Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

Although we speak in prose and most written works are in prose, the
need for a definition of prose is still critical. Without a definition of
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4. Discussion and Analysis

Transnarration and transnarrative travel possess numerous functions.
Transnarration is utilized to create a satirical atmosphere, emphasize
metafictional and transnarrative elements, or undermine the writer’s
authority. Allusions in transnarration also play a great part. The
narrative or semantic structure and the characterization of the hypotext
and hypertext constantly undergo changes and development and
intertextual and transtextual relations are developed between the
hypotext and hypertext and their narrative elements.

5. Conclusion

In the present study, the concepts of intertextuality, transtextuality and
hypertextuality were discussed in order to examine transnarration,
transnarrative travel and their different kinds and applications in
different narrative genres. Transnarrative travel is divided into
outwardly travel (bilateral and unilateral) and inwardly travel (in even
and uneven narratives) and it is argued that transnarration is, in effect,
the textual and semantic expansion of a narrative and its penetration
into another via the intertextual transportation and the simultaneous
appearance of characters. Therefore, the character’s reciprocal or one-
sided travel from a hypotext into a hypertext, from a hypertext into a
hypotext, among even or uneven narratives within a single narrative
work, from a main to a frame story or among possible stories in a multi-
plotted and metafictional narrative work are all manifestations of
transnarration and transnarrative travel.
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narrative work are all manifestations of transnarration and transnarrative
travel.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Drawing upon such theoretical principles as intertextuality,
transtextuality, and hypertextuality, the present article seeks to
introduce the notion of transnarration and its various kinds and
applications in narrative genres. The purpose of this narratological study
is to analyze transnarration and transnarrative travel and discuss their
categorizations in various forms of narrative. Here, the central questions
are: what are transnarration, transnarrative travel, and their different
kinds in narrative genres? How can the characteristic features of
transnarration be traced and analyzed in genres that incorporate micro
or macro narrations? To answer these questions, the study makes
frequent use of key terms associated with intertextuality, Genette’s
hypertextuality, in particular, as well as of narrative elements to
illustrate different features of transnarration in various narrative forms.

2. Theoretical Framework

The present study uses the term transtextuality and some related terms,
developed by Genette, to examine the textual and narrative interactions
in narratives. The main characteristic feature of transnarrative, which
turns it into a special kind of intertextuality and transtextuality, is the
travel of the character from his context and narrative realm to another
one.

3. Methodology

In the present paper, first, Genette’s transtexuality and the related
terms are illustrated and, then, transnarration and the transnarrative
travel, and their different kinds in narrative genres are studied.
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Abstract

Drawing upon such theoretical principles as intertextuality,
transtextuality, and hypertextuality, the present article seeks to introduce
the notion of transnarration and its various kinds and applications in
narrative genres. Put another way, the purpose of this narratological
study is to define transnarration and transnarrative travel, and discuss
their stratifications and categorisations in various forms of narrative.
Here, the central questions are: what are transnarration, transnarrative
travel, and their different kinds in narrative genres? How can the
characteristic features of transnarration be traced and analysed in genres
that incorporate micro or macro narrations? To answer these questions,
the present study makes frequent use of key terms associated with
intertextuality, Genette’s hypertextuality in particular, as well as of
narrative elements, characters specifically, in an attempt to illustrate and
exemplify  different manifestations, categorisations, and sub-
categorisations of the notions in question. The article divides
transnarrative travel into outwardly (bilateral and unilateral) and inwardly
(in even and uneven narratives) and argues that transnarration is, in
effect, the textual and semantic expansion of a narrative and its
penetration into another via the intertextual transportation and the
simultaneous appearance of major or minor characters. The paper
demonstrates that the character’s reciprocal or one-sided travel from a
hypotext into a hypertext, from a hypertext into a hypotext, among even
or uneven narratives within a single narrative work, from a main to a
frame story or among possible stories in a multi-plotted and metafictional
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5. Conclusion

The findings of the present study indicate that the ideology of gender
inequality in university history textbooks in Iran underestimates the role
of women in the history of the country by non-critical reconstruction of
gender roles in Iranian medieval history. Moreover, it plays a great part
in shaping the worldview of university students toward gender roles.
Given the significant role of school and university textbooks in
institutionalizing different ideologies in students at schools and in
universities, the findings of this study can help us understand the ways
in which ideologies are reproduced in the history books by Iranian
authors and the translated history books written by non-lranian
historians and scholars.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Van Dijk (2004) believes that ideologies, as a system of the ideas of
social movements and groups, not only reflect different groups’
understanding of the world but are also a basis for the social action of
all members of the group. Jaan Mikk (2000) holds that textbooks shape
the destiny of a nation. They reflect ideological, gender and social
policies of a country. The present study adopts Van Dijk’s approach to
comparing gender representations in four textbooks written by the
Iranian historian Abolgasem Forouzani on Iranian history and two other
history books in The Cambridge History of Iran series on the same period
translated by Hassan Anousheh.

2. Theoretical Framework

Van Dijk’s approach is adopted in the present article to study the
representations of gender in some Iranian history textbooks written by
Iranian and Western historians. In this study men are referred to as “us”
and women as “them” and the ideology of gender is investigated in both
groups of textbooks.

3. Methodology

All the words used in both groups of books were counted and the ones
related to men and women were identified in order to be compared in
both groups. The t-test was conducted to see whether the differences
were significant or not.

4. Discussion and Analysis

Compared to non-lranian historians, Iranian historians, influenced by
the scholars of Iranian medieval period, have used men’s names more
than the women’s in their accounts of historical events. According to
Van Dijk, power and dominion can be expressed by marginalizing some
members of the group, which is usually carried out by ignoring them or
not accepting them. In the textbooks by Iranian historians, women are
depicted as submissive and unimportant, resulting in underestimating
their role throughout history.
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Abstract

Ideology is the essential belief of a group with special political, social
and religious opinions. This study follows Van Dijk’s discourse analysis
approach which introduces the distancing strategy to explain the ways
in which writers promote the positive characteristics of “us” by
marginalizing the positive characteristics of “them”. Historical accounts
in educational textbooks are, likewise, a place for the representation of
such ideological constructs which are hidden in the accounts and
narratives of the realities of the past. The present paper studies Persian
and translated history textbooks (on the Samanid, Ghaznavid, Saljuqid,
and Qarakhanid periods) in which the gender differences between men
as “us” and women as “them” can be detected. The findings of the
paper indicate that, firstly, both Iranian and foreign authors have
mentioned few names of or roles for women, and, secondly, both
groups of writers only emphasize the role of women in connection to
marriage, and, thus, ignore the important part women played in Iranian
history. This biased representation of women in history textbooks,
which, ultimately, favours men, affects the students’ perception of
gender roles.
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5. Conclusion

The super-structural, concrete functions of literary figures of speech can
be utilized in a different way and turned into infrastructural, axial
elements to create the plot of a story. The plot-related figures of speech
can be analyzed in the works by a writer or a group of writers so that
the characteristic style is identified and the mental schemata of the
writers are figured out. In Rumi’s stories, for instance, the figures of
speech are mainly based on indexical signs. However, in children’s
stories, these figures can be mostly based on iconic signs.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The present paper draws on Peirce’s semiotic approach to extend the
poetical functions of literary figures of speech to narratological
functions in children’s stories. Since the traditional poetry-related
categorizations of figures of speech cannot be applied to the analysis of
the narrative text, a study of figures of speech in narratives seems to be
of great significance. The present study seeks to answer two questions:
how can we move from superficial applications of figures of speech to
their narratological ones? And, based on Peirce’s categorization, how
can the categorization of literary figures of speech be applied to plot-
making devices in children’s stories?

2. Theoretical Framework

The present study adopts Peirce’s semiotic approach to provide a
semiotic illustration of literary figures of speech. It is argued here that
these figures are not just aesthetic elements but help develop the plot
in stories, including children’s stories.

3. Methodology

The article describes Peirce’s semiotic approach and defines the
elements of plot. The descriptive-analytical approach is then adopted to
apply the definition of literary figures of speech to a semiotic definition
of the elements of plot. Here, the literary figures mainly used in poetry
are identified and redefined with regards to children’s stories.

4. Discussion and Analysis

The present study offers twenty six plot-related figures of speech,
claiming that numerous figures of speech from literary texts and poetry
can be applied to children’s stories. It is shown here that Peirce’s iconic,
symbolic and indexical signs — words, phrases and phonemes — are not
just a specific form of symbolic signs. In other words, figures of speech
are not limited to words, as a specific form of symbolic signs, but can be
applied to iconic and indexical signs as well.



Literary Theory and Criticism d
Year 6, Vol. 1, No. 11

Spring & Summer 2021 ) 0r:20.1001.1.74767387.1400.6.1.9.7

DOI:10.22124/naad.2021.16487.1990

(Research Article)
Plot-making Devices in Children’s Fiction: A Semiotic Approach

Amir Hossein Zanjanbar'*

Received: 07/05/2020 Accepted: 11/01/2021

Abstract

Plot is a set of sequences of events within the framework of a causal
system. The present study argues that “narrative ornament” is a phonetic
or semantic element in excess of the plot; it is also for the aesthetic
enrichment of the narrative, and if removed, it does not distort either the
plot’s causal system, or the central core of the story. The counterpart of a
“narrative ornament” is a “plot-making figurative device,” which cannot be
removed from the plot. The aim of the present study is to introduce these
figurative devices which are not purely aesthetic elements, but, rather,
form the structure of the plot in children’s stories. The paper aims to find
out if the definition of figures of speech can be semiotically generalized to
plot-making figurative devices. In this regard, the study first describes the
three elements in Peirce’s semiotics, i.e., “the sign, object, and
interpretant”. Then, using a descriptive-analytical method, and making
reference to a brief list of figures of speech, the article expands the
definition of figures of speech to the semiotic definition of the plot-making
devices. The present study for the first time highlights the narratological
and non-rhetorical function of literary embellishment. Since the traditional
poetry-related categorizations of figures of speech cannot be applied in the
analysis of the narrative text, a study of figures of speech in narratives
seems to be of great significance in literary criticism.
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5. Conclusion

The analysis of the verbal implications employed by Hafiz in the first
ghazal of his collection of poems, using Grice’s inference theory,
indicates that Hafiz has deliberately deviated from the rules and norms
of standard language, to which Grice refers to as the cooperative
principle. Hafiz communicates his mystical messages indirectly through a
literary-mystical language. His deviation from the standards has
provided his language with the qualities needed for a mystical
communication of ideas. These qualities are the logical qualities of
conversational implicatures, which help the sender of mystical messages
and implications establish successful communication and interaction
with the reader.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Grice’s inference theory is one of the best tools for discourse analysis
and language pragmatics as it provides us with instructions for textual
analysis as well as inferring meaning, and enables us to analyze literary
texts within a specific methodical framework as an artistic manifestation
of the standard language. The present study investigates the tools Hafiz
uses to turn the referential language into emotional-artistic language
and how he goes beyond the standard language to create implicit
meaning. To this end, the first ghazal in his Divan is analyzed using
Grice’s ideas and those of semantics scholars from the past. The present
paper hypothesizes that there are meanings beyond the formal meaning
of the linguistic elements in this ghazal.

2. Theoretical Framework

Grice’s inference theory, in which, unlike other types of verbal
implications, the context of the text or discourse is of greater
importance, has provided the present study with a specific framework
to investigate possible meanings existing beyond the formal meaning of
the first ghazal in Hafiz’s Divan.

3. Methodology

The present study adopts the descriptive-analytical approach to
investigate the conversational implicatures of one of Hafiz’s greatest
poems.

4. Discussion and Analysis

While Grice recommends avoiding ambiguities in the use of language,
Hafiz has taken the opposite way. In this ghazal, he has repeatedly
employed ambiguous, indirect, and figurative language, which is an
important part of his style of poetry and the mystical language.
However, he has used mystical, symbolic language in a coherent way so
that mystical implications can be detectable.
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Abstract

In discourse analysis, Grice’s inference theory — particularly, his ideas on
implication — is quite helpful in determining the speaker’s intention as
well as discovering and justifying the relations between discourse and its
illocutionary force in verbal communication. Likewise, Grice’s verbal
implications can be useful in interpreting and analyzing literary texts
which are filled with figures of thought and words and sentences which
usually have implicit and metaphorical meanings. Following Grice’s
inference theory and his cooperative principles, this paper studies the
quality of deviation from standard language norms and it's
transformation into mystical and literary language in a ghazal of Hafiz in
order to calculate and infer the implicit meanings within a methodic and
systematic framework. Therefore, at first, Grice’s theory and concepts
such as conversational implicatures are presented and further elaborated
on with a discussion of appearance appropriateness in classical rhetoric.
Then, adopting a descriptive-analytic method, the first ghazal of Hafiz is
studied, and the intentions beyond his words are extracted. This analysis
shows that this ghazal does not feature Grice’s cooperative principles,
and has deviated from standard language norms. Thus, Hafiz has used
words and sentences in other meanings, and has created a mystical-
literary language in a syncretic ghazal. The present paper’s main
contribution is the justification and explication of Hafiz’s mystical
language in the ghazal in question using reliable devices in pragmatics.

Keywords: Implication, Hafiz, Mystical Language, Grice, Inference Theory

1. Assistant Professor, Center for Islamic Knowledge and Persian Language and Literature,
Isfahan University of Technology, Isfahan, Iran.
E-mail: mrashidi7682@yahoo.com



Litevary Theany and Cuiticism [ 10

5. Conclusion

Some elements of the carnivalesque novel and critical thinking could be
identified in our study of the characters, plot, narration, and language of
the novel Doktor Noon Zanash ra Bishtar az Mosaddeq Doost Darad. In
this novel, the discourse of “commitment”, which has been reproduced in
different periods in the contemporary politics in Iran, is criticized. This
discourse turns the individuals into an object destined to serve collective
values and objectives. By relying on the potentials of the carnivalesque
narration, the author tries to make the readers aware of the capacities of
their bodies, language and everyday life to participate in political action to
achieve freedom.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

According to Bakhtin, the carnivalesque challenges the discourses and
constructed norms of totalitarian states. In the novel, as in carnivals of
the ancient times or the Middle Ages, all forms of human being, language,
and ideas find a way to emerge. Carnivalesque novels challenge the
discourses of power and dominant social and political culture through
critical discourses. In his novel Doktor Noon Zanash ra Bishtar az
Mosaddeq Doost Darad, Shahram Rahimian creates a carnivalesque
universe to represent the problematic human in a polyphonic, modern
world. The present article analyzes Rahimian’s novel based on Bakhtin’s
theory and concludes that by creating unconventional possibilities in the
ideas and actions of individuals, this novel questions many of the official,
dominant norms and helps the reader achieve self-consciousness toward
subjectivity, indeterminism and critical capacity.

2. Theoretical Framework

Bakhtin’s idea of carnival and how is has found its way into novels
provided the present study with a tool to study different elements of the
carnivalesque in a Persian novel.

3. Methodology
The descriptive-analytical method has been employed in this study to
delve into elements of the carnivalesque in the novel in question.

4. Discussion and Analysis

In Doktor Noon Zanash ra Bishtar az Mosaddeq Doost Darad, the
dominant discourse of power is in contrast with culture and discourse of
the common people, which promises a carnivalesque world. Our analysis
of characters, chronotope and plot in this novel revealed a network of
carnivalesque elements. In this novel rules and principles are unstable
and devoid of significance and various forms of polyphony can be
identified.
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Abstract

Through the genealogy of novelistic prose, which is a ground for polyphony,
an objection to idealism and cultural monophony in every society, Mikhail
Bakhtin examines the phenomenon and notion of “carnival”. According to
Bakhtin, a novel, just like carnivals of old times, as the domain of
togetherness of all dominant and submissive voices, is the presence of all
rejected forms of human beings and languages and ideas, and is a domain
where democracy is manifested along with freedom from every constructed
hierarchical subjugations. In his theory of the carnivalesque, the novel’s
capacity to oppose any dominion along with a capacity for critical thinking,
lies the ability to construct a network of polyphonic items, grotesque realism,
vulgar language, alienation, crowning and eviction. Through developing
indeterminate subject, threshold chronotope and contrastive plot, Shahram
Rahimian, in his novel Doktor Noon Zanash ra Bishtar az Mosaddeq Doost
Darad (Dr. N. Loves His Wife More than Mosaddeq) manages to create a
carnivalesque universe which challenges many ruling discourses and
constructed norms. This article starts with a brief introduction to Bakhtin’s
carnivalesque theory and offers a re-reading of the abovementioned novel
through this theory. The findings of this critical view on the novel confirm the
dominance of the discourse of “commitment” in Iranian contemporary
history, the development of self-consciousness in the reader towards the
possibility of subjectivity and his/her ability to leave behind the boundaries of
dominion, and the interaction between society’s political sphere and critical
thinking.
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Nameh, technique-centered titles, as in Kashful-Mahjub, and direct,
theme-centered titles, as in the Chahar-Magqaleh. Each of these titles
possesses specific characteristics, with some of them being more
common. Different titles belong to specific periods in classical Persian
literature, or are at least used more frequently.

5. Conclusion

The titles of classical Persian prose were divided into five categories. The
technique-centered titles are of two types of rhyming and metaphorical.
The metaphorical titles are more complex with more significations. In
genre-centered titles a kind of struggle between mythology and history
can be identified. Author-centered titles are quite rare and no
individualized Iranian subject can be found in them. The titles in the first
period of Persian literary style are simple and short, while in the 8th and
9th centuries they become more complex. In this period, titles are mostly
of the narrative type, indicating a transition from the epic to history and
imagination.
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of the individuality of the author as an active identity, and removing
history from the titles of literary works are among the other issues
derived from the analysis of the titles of classical Persian literary works.

Keywords: Paratexutality, Title, Gerard Genette, Persian Literature,
Poetry and Prose

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The title of a literary text is of essential importance in a literary work, as it
shapes some of its signification and helps us discover meanings implied or
hidden in the text. The present paper aims to understand the relationship
between title (as paratext) in classical Persian texts and the text as a
whole so as to uncover the criteria used by literary writers in choosing
titles for their works. This paper also seeks to identify patterns followed in
the titles of old literary texts and also discuss the changes in these
patterns. The statistical population of the present study includes all
classical Persian prose and poetry produced from the 5th to the 9th
century AH.

2. Theoretical Framework

Gerard Genette’s ideas about paratext are drawn upon here to study the
importance of the title in Persian poetry and literary prose over a period
of about five centuries. Different elements of the paratext are examined
here and titles are divided into five categories based on genre, character,
author, technique and whether they are literal or figurative.

3. Methodology

To gather the data, the historical documentary methodology was used,
while the descriptive-analytical approach, with an emphasis on
Gennette’s ideas, was adopted to analyze the data.

4. Discussion and Analysis

Five types of titles have been identified in classical Persian prose and
poetry: genre-centered titles, as in The Shahnameh, character-centered
titles as in Layla and Mjanun, author-centered titles, such as in Qabus-
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Abstract

Paratextuality is a fundamental concept in the process of discovering the
significations of literary texts, which, according to Gerard Genette,
includes signs that guide the reader to the contents of the literary text.
Among all types of paratext, titles as the most prominent one in terms of
extensivity and variation of function, have a high potential for analysis
based on Genette’s theories. This paper has analyzed the titles of the
most famous classical works in Persian literature from the 5th to the 15th
century AH, classifying their titles in five categories: genre, character,
author, technique and direct titles. In this categorization, technical titles
are subdivided into two types: rhyming and metaphorical. The
metaphorical sub-category has also two kinds: discursive and extra
discursive. In general, metaphorical titles are more complex and thus
make more compact semantic signification in comparison with the
rhyming type. In a stylistic perspective, the titles of the first period are
simple and short, whereas in the periods that follow, we find more
complex and difficult titles. Moreover, due to the literary capabilities of
authors, generic evolutions and contents of the literary texts, other titles
emerge which extend vertically, not horizontally, and induce semantic
implications. Generic displacement and appearance and disappearance of
various genres are another property which can be perceived from the
titles. The present study shows that in comparison with elements relating
to character and place, the element of time has a far less influence in the
process of choosing a title. Moving toward atomistic views instead of
holisticism, pursuing a kind of conflict between myth and history, absence
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hegemony of the rulers. Using the discourse analysis and the
Foucauldian approaches to explain the relationship between the
dominant discourse and the subjugated discourse, it is concluded that a
new account of history can be identified in works of literature. The
suppressed voices of the marginalized groups can be heard and these
micro-narratives can even stand against macro-narratives. In such an
analysis the boundaries between historical and literary text are
eliminated, resulting in a better understanding of both.

Bibliography

Althusser, L. 1386 [2007]. Id’oloji va Saz-o-Barg-ha-ye Id’olojik-e Dowlat.
R. Sadrara. Tehran: Cheshmeh.

Fairclough, N. 1379 [2000]. Tahlil-e Enteqadi-e Gofteman. F.
Shayestehpiran et al. (trans.). Tehran: Markaz-e Motale’at va Tahqgigat-
e Resaneh-ha.

Foucault, M. 1386 [2007]. Eradeh beh Danestan. N. Sarkhosh and A.
Jahandideh (trans.). Tehran: Ney.

Foucault, M. 1387 [2008]. Danesh va Qodrat. M. Zaymaran. Tehran:
Hermes.

Foucault, M. 1389 [2010]. Nazm-e Ashya: Dirineh-shenasi-e Olum-e
Ensani. Y. Emami (trans.). Tehran: Motale’at-e Farhangi va Ejema’i.

Greenblatt, S. 1980. Renaissance Self-Fashioning. Chicago: The University
of Chicago.

Kusch, C. 1396 [2017]. Osul va Mabani-e Tahlil-e Motun-e Adabi. H.
Payandeh. Tehran: Morvarid.

Sa’adi. 1385 [2006]. Kolliyat. M. A. Foroughi (ed.). Tehran: Hermes.

Storey, J. 1397 [2018]. Motale’at-e Farhangi darbareh-ye Farhang-e
Aammeh. H. Payandeh (trans.). Tehran: Agah.

Tyson, L. 1394 [2005]. Nazaryeh-ha-ye Naqd-e Adabi-e Mo’aser. M.
Hossienzadeh. Tehran: Hekayat-e Qalalm Novin.



Literary Theevy and Cticism | 3

of the 7th-century Iranian society. Disruption in notions concerning
social order and the emergence of new signifieds for previous signifiers
occur following changes in power, resulting in changes in prevalent
discourses. The resistance detectable in Golestan against some
discourses and powerful groups suggests the emergence of new powers
and discourses. The present paper shows that the marginalized, silenced
minorities of the society find a way to be heard. This study focuses on
Golestan, but, the intertextual method can be employed to examine
other contemporary texts as well.

2. Theoretical Framework

In the present study, a great work of Persian literature is examined in its
social, political, historical and cultural context. In this paper, the
dominant discourses, anti-discourses, and silenced voices in the field of
power relations in Sa’di’s Golestan have been studied.

3. Methodology

The paper mainly draws upon new historicism, which is influenced by
Foucault’s theory of power. For the reading of the text in question in
this study, critical discourse analysis and rhetorical techniques have
been utilized.

4. Discussion and Analysis

Golestan was written at the time of transition of power, which led to
changes in values, discourses and classes. Golestan resists some
discourses in an attempt to develop an anti-discourse. One discourse
Sa’di resists in his book through ideological and rhetorical devices is the
discourse developed by the state. He frequently challenges the decisions
made by the king, offers his political position against the Mongols, and
supports the masses. He also criticizes the discourse developed by Sufis
by writing about issues the Sufis and their followers strongly disagreed
with.

5. Conclusion

The main centers of power in the 7th century in Iran were the rulers and
the Sufis. Sufis eliminated silenced voices of different religions, genders
and classes through their ideological power and, thus, strengthened the
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Abstract

Adopting a new historicist methodological approach, this paper examines
the representation of the various classes in 7th-century Iranian society in
Sa’'di’s Golestan against the background of contemporary conflicting
discourses about social class. It connects the disruption of contemporary
notions concerning social order, as well as the attribution of new
meanings to existing signifiers, with the displacement of the center of
power in the 7th century AH. The paper also suggests that Golestan’s
resistance to certain discourses and groups indicates the emergence of
new centers of power and new discourses in society. On the other hand,
in line with the principles of new historicism, the paper shows how the
lower strata and silenced minorities in society appear in Golestan and rise
from objecthood to subject status and sometimes actually use the same
ideology that places them at the bottom of the social ladder to resist their
leaders. Due to the intertextual approach in this article, other texts are
also used for comparison and analysis. The method adopted is, moreover,
based on Foucault’s theory of power and resistance.

Keywords: Discourse, Power, Resistance, New Historicism, Golestan

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Based on the historicity of texts, the present study examines the
representation of various classes and discourses in the power network
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